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CANCER OP: Sandy Bruce-Lockhart 


Bruce-Lockhart 
recuperating 
after major op 


ONE of Kent’s most senior politicians 
has had an operation to remove a 
cancerous tumour. 

Lord Bruce-Lockhart, 65, the for¬ 
mer Tory leader of Kent County 
Council, is recovering in hospital. 

‘Get well soon’ - see inside 



MPs slam Mod’s ‘mean’ tax 

rebate for troops in war zones 



VETERAN: Group Captain Patrick Tootal 


A COUNCIL tax rebate for serv¬ 
ing soldiers announced by the 
Government has been criticised 
as “substandard”, “mean” and 
“tack/’. 

At the Labour Party conference this week, 
Defence Secretary Des Browne used his 
speech to announce that soldiers serving in 
Iraq and Afghanistan would receive a £140 
discount over a six-month tour of duty - the 
equivalent of 25 per cent of the average coun¬ 
cil tax bill. 

That amount is also to be paid from exist¬ 
ing Ministry of Defence budgets. 

Maidstone RAF veteran Group Captain 
Patrick Tootal, 66, whose two sons have 
served in Helmand Province and Basra, 
described the rebate as “substandard”. 

Grp Cpt Tootal, who is a Deputy 
Lieutenant of Kent, said: “There should be 
much better tax breaks for putting your life 
on the line. To get the equivalent of an OAP 


By PHIL REILLY 

phil.reillyl@kosmedia.co.uk 


discount is tacky, the whole thing has got to 
be looked at; not just council tax, but accom¬ 
modation and front-line equipment. 

“The Government is only addressing little 
bits that will play well at conference, espe¬ 
cially as it is not promising any new money. 

“This is to come out of the MoD’s budget, 
which is ridiculous. It has to be new money.” 

Roger Gale, Tory MP for North Thanet, 
who has campaigned for more money to be 
given to families of deceased servicemen, also 
slammed the discount as “mean and tacky”. 

He said: “It was designed to grab headlines 
and the devil is in the detail. It is targeted 
only at army personnel on active service in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. It will do nothing at 
all for those many who serve less than six 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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originating from Dover. Full terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to availability. 
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Kent today 



TODAY: It will be dry with sunny periods and just 
patchy cloud. Staying fine during the evening. A gen¬ 
tle north-easterly wind. Max temp 15-18C (59-64F). 
TONIGHT: It will stay dry and there will also be clear 
spells. There will be a gentle north-easterly wind. Min 
temp 9-12C (48-54F). 
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Sun & moon 


Sunrise 6.54am Sunset 6.36pm Lighting up times: 
Moonrise 7.48pm Moonset 12.17pm 6.36pm to 6.55am 


High Tides 



_today 

tomorrow 1 


ht (m) ht (m) 

ht (m) ht (m) 

Dover 

01.41 6.8 13.58 7.0 

02.24 6.6 

14.42 6.7 

Margate 

02.47 4.8 14.56 5.0 

03.26 4.7 

15.41 4.8 

St Mary’s 

07.37 5.8 20.00 5.7 

08.19 5.5 

20.45 5.3 


Week ahead 


monday 

Rain at times, 
max 16C min 13C 


thursday 

Chance of rain, 
max 19C min 13C 


ir 

tuesday 

Risk of rain. 


friday 

Cloudy. Dry. 


max 19C min 13C 


max 20C min 13C 


a Wednesday 
Rather cloudy, 
max 19C min 14C 


Saturday 
^ Sunny spells, 
max 19C min 12C 


Sandy, get well soon 

Former KCC leader recovers from cancer op 

By JENNA PUPELEK and PHIL BHLLY 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


ROAD TO RECOVERY: Lord Bruce-Lockhart at home with his family 


TOP politicians have wished 
Sandy-Bruce Lockhart a speedy 
recovery. 

The former Tory leader of Kent County 
Council is said to be recovering steadily in 
hospital after an operation to remove a can¬ 
cerous tumour. 

The 65-year-old led KCC for eight years, 
before making way for Paul Carter to take 
over in 2005. He is married to Tess and has 
three children. 

A statement released on behalf of his fam¬ 
ily on Friday said: “Sandy Bruce-Lockhart 
had a major operation on Wednesday, 
September 20 to remove a cancerous tumour. 

Treatment 

“He expects to spend a fortnight in hospital 
recovering and this will be followed by rest 
at home before any further treatment. 

“Sandy, Tess and the family have been over¬ 
whelmed by so many kind messages and thank 
everyone for their great kindness and support ” 

Michael Howard, Tory MP for Folkestone 
and Hythe, said: “The contribution which 
Sandy Bruce-Lockhart made to Kent is 
absolutely incalculable.” 

Cllr Paul Carter, leader of KCC, said: 
“Colleagues and friends across Kent and 
beyond will be very pleased to hear of 
Sandy’s steady recovery 

“Every Kent resident owes him a deep debt 
of gratitude. I hope he makes a very full and 
speedy recovery” 


A spokesman for the Conservative Party 
said that leader David Cameron had contact¬ 
ed Lord Bruce-Lockhart directly and sent 
him flowers. He did not wish to comment. 

Eric Pickles, the Tories’ shadow secretary of 
state for communities and local government, 
said: “Sandy is one of the great enthusiasts 
for local government in our party A man who 
is greatly respected and enormous fun to be 
with, we all wish him a very speedy recovery” 
Lord Bruce-Lockhart previously lived in 
Zimbabwe and Australia, before moving to 
Kent in the 1960s. He has two fruit farms in 
Kent and lives in Headcom, near Maidstone. 

He became a county councillor for 
Maidstone Rural East in 1989 after chairing 
a rail committee in the Weald of Kent preser¬ 
vation society - protesting over the route of 
the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. 

He was knighted in the New Year’s 
Honours List in 2002, and was made a peer 
last year, given the title Baron Bruce- 


Lockhart, of The Weald in the County of Kent. 

The former chairman of the Local 
Government Association was appointed chair¬ 
man of English Heritage in August. 

Cllr Margaret Eaton, vice-chairman of the 
LGA said: ‘We were shocked to hear this news. 

“Our thoughts are with Sandy and his fami¬ 
ly at this time.” 

Simon Thurley, chief executive of English 
Heritage, said: “Lord Bruce-Lockhart has 
already made a terrific start as our new chair¬ 
man. We look forward to having him back with 
us as soon as possible.” 

Cllr Mike Eddy, leader of the Labour group 
on KCC, wished his former political sparring 
partner all the best. 

He added: “In terms of getting the best for 
Kent he’s always had its best interests at heart.” 


News and sport updated daily online 


www.kentnews.co.uk ^ 



Addicks could 
train in county 


‘Rebate part of our 
support for troops’ 


CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

months, which includes those repatriated 
wounded or dead, and of course it does not 
recognise the existence and the heroism of 
those serving in the RAF in the skies above 
war zones or of the Navy patrolling the Gulf” 

Speaking ahead of a visit to HMS Bulwark 
in Plymouth, he added: ‘What am I supposed 
to say to my constituents serving on board 
this ship? 

“Am I to say that Your country does not 
care about the Royal Navy?’ This ship’s last 
tour in support of the Iraq war lasted eight 
months - but not all of that time was spent in 
the war zone. Does that make their contribu¬ 
tion to this misguided war effort any the less 
courageous or valuable?” 

Another critic of the rebate was 


Canterbury Tory MP Julian Brazier, a for¬ 
mer Territorial Army officer, who described it 
as “a very small gesture”. 

He said: “It doesn’t compensate for the fact 
that the Government is working the Armed 
Forces at levels unprecedented since the 
Second World War with casualty levels 
unprecedented since the Second World War.” 

An MOD spokesman said the rebate would 
add to the existing welfare package for per¬ 
sonnel. 

He added: “This demonstrates the ongoing 
commitment we have to improving our sup¬ 
port to members of the Armed Forces and 
their families ” 

Soldiers from five Kent barracks have been 
deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan since the 
conflicts started. 


THE LINKS between Charlton Athletic 
and Kent are manifold - and now the club 
might even move its first-team training 
ground to the county 
The Addicks have joined forces with 
Liberty Property Trust UK Ltd on a 150-acre 
development at Kings Hill, near Tonbridge, 
that will see the creation of a prestige £5.5m 
sports village and cater for all of Charlton’s 
community work across Kent. 

And the Championship club could con¬ 
struct a state-of-the-art training complex 
on an adjoining area. 

“This is a major development in Kent, and 
has huge potential for the club and the 
Charlton Community Trust,” said Charlton 
chief executive Peter Varney. 

Liberty is currently working alongside 
Kent County Council to develop Kings Hill, 
the county’s high-profile new mixed-use 
business and residential community 
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BOOK SIGNING: Tony Blackburn will be at Waterstone’s at Bluewater and Fremlin Walk on Tuesday 

Why Tony is still 
feeling Poptastic 


By JANE CONNOLLY 

jane.connolly@kosmedia.co.uk 


TONY Blackburn is always keen 
to be the first at anything, 
whether launching a new radio 
station or camping in the 
Australian jungle. 

As someone who, for many listeners, 
embodies the ‘old school’ type of DJ, Tony is 
surprisingly keen to move with the times. 
In his new book, Poptastic! My Life In 
Radio, the 64-year-old veteran broadcaster 
remembers the excitement of his first for¬ 
ays into the industry. But as far as he is con¬ 
cerned, the 1960s were the bad old days 
when it came to technology. 

“I don’t miss using vinyl records at all,” he 
revealed. “Now when I put the music 
together for my radio shows, I can just put 
it all on two CDs. I have my entire music 
library on my computer, it’s so quick and 
easy. It’s terrific and I wish it had always 
been that way.” 

Memoirs 

Blackburn wrote his first autobiography 
25 years ago but, despite many offers, this 
is the first time he has been tempted to 
update his memoirs. 

“I was asked to do it after I’m A 
Celebrity..., but these books come with a lot 
of baggage and can affect the people you 
live with,” he said. “I was offered a lot of 
money to just say bad things about the peo¬ 
ple I’d been in the jungle with. But my 
mother died last year and I began to feel 
that I would like to update it.” 

His winning appearance on the first 
series of ITV’s reality show I’m A 
Celebrity...Get Me Out Of Here! in 2002 
won him a new generation of fans and the 
title King of the Jungle. His calm 
demeanour and refusal to get involved in 
fellow contestants’ bickering endeared him 
to viewers, who saved him from enduring 
one of the show’s notorious Bush Tucker 
Trials. But Blackburn had already refused 
to eat any meat or living creature before 
filming began. 

He said: “I’m a vegetarian, so I believe 
that it’s wrong to kill any animal. People 
said I was only going on the programme to 
save my career, but I was on radio six days 
a week at the time, so I thought my career 
was going pretty well.” 


Blackburn agreed to appear on the show 
because he had never been to Australia before, 
but it led to an almost spiritual experience. 

He said: “I absolutely loved doing it. I’m not 
at all religious, but it was that sort of feeling. 
I wondered how long this feeling of calm 
would last, but it hasn’t worn off yet. I’m glad 
I was on the first series, because it has 
become quite extreme since. But then it’s 
always good to be the first at anything.” 

He was famously true to his word by becom¬ 


ing the first voice on BBC Radio 1 when it hit 
the airwaves in September 1967. Currently 
celebrating its 40th birthday, the channel has 
done a great job, according to Blackburn. 

“Considering the competition these days 
from commercial radio, television and the 
internet, I think the station has done bril¬ 
liantly,” he said. “I don’t think it’s wrong that 
older DJs should move on to other stations - 
it’s not that they can’t do the job, it’s just 
about image and who younger people will 


relate to. It’s a station for young people. If I 
became the boss of Radio 1 and found out 
Tony Blackburn was still working there, I’d 
fire me!” 

On Tuesday, Tony Blackburn will be sign¬ 
ing copies of his new book at Waterstone’s in 
Fremlin Walk, Maidstone, from 4pm to 5pm 
and at Waterstone’s at Bluewater at 6.30pm. 


News and sport updated daily online 


www.kentnews.co.uk > 


Domiciliary care hike 
is a breach in equality 


THOUSANDS of disabled people and pen¬ 
sioners across Kent will have to spend 85 per 
cent of their disposable income to be looked 
after at home, writes Jenna Pudelek. 

Kent County Council has raised domicil¬ 
iary care charges by up to £45 a week within 
three years. 

And the Centre for Independent Living in 
Kent (Cilk) claims the authority could be in 
breach of the disability equality duty. 

Under the Disability Discrimination Act 
2005, every public body has to include dis¬ 
abled people in decision and policy-making 
exercises. 

Allen Jones, chairman of Cilk, said the con¬ 
sultation process broke this statutory duty and 
the charity is in talks with the Disability 
Rights Commission over how to take it further. 

Mr Jones has a rare form of muscular dys¬ 
trophy, which has left him wheelchair-bound. 

He said the care he receives allows him to 
do voluntary work that gives him a sense of 
worth and allows him to contribute to society. 

‘We are proud of our county but want it to 
be a county of excellence that does not charge 
people for this type of support. 

“The services are not luxuries - its things 
like getting in and out of bed, dressing, hav¬ 
ing a shower, toileting, cooking and house¬ 
work,” he said. 

Cllr Mike Eddy, who was chairman of the 
scrutiny committee that debated the deci¬ 
sion, said: “I think it is an absolute disgrace. 
It will affect some of the most vulnerable 
people in Kent.” 


About 8,000 people receive domiciliary care 
across the county. 

At least 5,000 of them will have to pay 
more under the new regime, which KCC 
hopes will cut £628,000 from its £273 million 
adult services bill. 

Cllr Kevin Lynes, cabinet member for 
adult services, said: “We were previously 
charging 65 per cent of an individual’s resid¬ 
ual income and we have taken that up to 85 
per cent. Most of our nearest neighbours are 
charging 100 per cent. 

“KCC is one of the few authorities that 
operates moderate eligibility criteria.” 

He said there are four levels of criteria 
from low to critical, he said no authority 
provided care for those with the lowest 
needs and only two in the South East 
including Kent provides for those with mod¬ 
erate need. 

Cllr Lynes said the cost of social care was 
spiralling saying in 10 years there would be 
63,100 more over 65-year-olds by 2016,6,700 
more over 85-year-olds and a 25 per cent 
increase in the amount of people with 
dementia. 

The higher charges will not impact on 
everyone and people who pay nothing now 
towards their care will continue to do so, Cllr 
Lynes said. 

A £15 a week cap has been put on the 
charges, meaning the charge will not 
increase by more than £15 per week each 
year, which will increase annually to £45 
after three years. 



He’s *thinking Lincoln’ 


^ HUNMTil Furniture 


WAREHOUSE 

BIGGER CHOICE • LOWER PRICES 

The Big Yellow Building, St Peters Street, Maidstone 
01622 691 291 www.lincolnfurniture.co.uk 
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Gymnast 
is going 
for gold * 


SES Tutorial College 
SES'. Folkestone -'SES' 


26 Grimston Gardens, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2PX 


Dissatisfied with your results? Considering a change of school? 
Exam success in a supportive environment 

We are pleased to announce that our brand new, 
independent Sixth Form College is now open. 

SES Tutorial College offers GCSE, A Level and University Foundation 
Courses (for UK and overseas students) in a wide range of subjects taught 
by highly qualified and experienced tutors. Class sizes are limited to a 
maximum of four students. Located in a quiet, residential area of Folkestone, 
our college provides the perfect learning environment. 

Quality accommodation can also be arranged. 

For further information, please call 01303 850007 
or email info@ses-folkestone.co.uk 
Website: www.ses-tutorialcollege.co.uk 
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Victoria heads to 


for Special Games 


By PHIL REILLY 


phil.reilly@kosmedia.co.uk 


A TEENAGER who was once 
one of the smallest babies in the 
world is heading to China next 
week in a bid to land Olympic 
gold. 

Rainham Gymnast Victoria Loftus, 15, 
who weighed just lib 4oz when she was 
born, is flying out to compete at the Special 
Olympics World Summer Games in 
Shanghai on Wednesday. 

Victoria, who is also partially deaf, trains 
for 13 hours a week and won gold and silver 
medals in her first-ever competition in 
2002. 

Proud mother Susan Mackey, 43, said her 
daughter had been given just a 30 per cent 
chance of survival when she was born after 
just 28 weeks. 

Incredible 

She said: “It was the scariest thing I have 
ever been through, but to see her now com¬ 
peting and full of joy is incredible. 

“She isn’t fazed by anything and is never 
nervous when she competes. She absolutely 
loves gymnastics and it gives her so much 
self-confidence. 

“She was never going to be an academic, 
but with this it is something she is going to 
achieve at. She trains really hard and 
deserves all the success she gets.” 

Victoria was unable to fly out with the 
rest of her team-mates last Wednesday 
due to a stomach bug, and had to cancel a 
planned send off at the Pentagon 
Shopping Centre in Chatham. 
Fortunately, she will still be out there in 
time to compete. 

She is also hoping to be in the team when 
the Special Olympics come to London in 
2012, when she will be 20. 


News and sport updated daily online 


www.kentnews.co.uk > 



CHC 


Charing Healthcare 

committed to care and support 

St Michaels Residential Home, Elm Grove, Westgate, Kent 


Come along and see our fantastic new extension on our 
Open Day Friday 5th October from 4pm onwards 


Specialising in older people suffering from dementia, whose care 
needs are residential. Brand new fully equipped new extension in a 
pleasant setting, staffed by highly trained considerate personnel. 


Our nursing and care staff members are thoroughly 
committed to providing a care service which reflects the 
diversity of the individual including physical, emotional, 
psychological and spiritual needs. 

These issues apply to everybody but are especially 
important in the care of people who suffer with dementia. 

It is hoped that the care given at St Michaels will enable 
those suffering with any form of dementia to feel 
nurtured, respected and empowered. 


The existing excellent reputation of St Michaels will now 
extend to the magnificent, state of the art, extension to 
the rear of the charming old building. Highly trained, 
committed and dedicated staff will now enjoy the luxury 
of the most up-to-date equipment in splendid 
surroundings. 

Please call NOW on 01843 834917 if you have any 
enquiries concerning placements, informal visits or 
staff vacancies. 


■ KENT carers are saving the Government 
£1.8 billion a year but are not being given 
enough support, a new report has found. 

Carers UK campaigns on behalf of the peo¬ 
ple who provide unpaid care for an ill, frail or 
disabled family member, friend or partner. 

It says these people who give so much to 
society do not get the practical, financial and 
emotional support they need. 

The report found that there are more carers 


in Kent -127,000 - than in any other county 
in the South East. 

A spokesperson for the charity said: “It is 
ironic, given the billions they contribute to the 
economy, that so many carers are forced into 
poverty and a low quality of life. 

“Carers are invaluable to the UK - it’s time 
they were given the support and recognition to 
become valued, equal members of society.” 

More information go to www.carersuk.org. 


Visit our stand at Notcutts Garden 
Centre Newnham Court Shopping 
Village Bearstead, Maidstone 



A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR TRADITIONAL 

AND 

CONTEMPORARY 
FIREPLACES 


• Made to 
measure 
surrounds 


• Gas and 
electric fires. 
Full fitting 
service 


SHOP OPENING TIMES MON-FRI 9.00-5.00 SAT: 9.00-4.00 SUN 10.00-4.00 (Sunday oct-feb only) 


6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


2 Castle Court, Castle Road, 
Eurolink Ind. Estate Sittingbourne, 
Kent ME10 3TD 

Tel / Fax: 01795 599234 
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Memorial for 
Spurs vicar 


By PHIL REILLY 

phil.reilly@kosmedia.co.uk 


A HEADSTONE has been 
unveiled at the grave of the 
founder of Tottenham Hotspur 
Football Club - exactly 100 years 
after he died a pauper. 

A memorial service was held at Charlton 
Cemetery in Dover for the Rev John 
Ripsher, a priest who started the club as a 
means of keeping young boys off the streets. 

But he was buried in an unmarked grave 
after dying in the Dover workhouse that 
later became Buckland Hospital. 

He was the parish priest at All Hallow’s 
Church in north London - a stone’s throw 
from what is now the club’s White Hart Lane 
ground. He founded the club in 1882 for boys 
in his Bible class, becoming its first president 
and treasurer. The boys named the team 
after 14th century knight Harry Hotspur. 

He later moved to Dover to live with his 
sister Jane and her family, who ran the 
Diamond Hotel, before losing his eyesight 
and living the rest of his life in the work- 
house. 

Speaking at the ceremony before a crowd 
of around 60 supporters, dignitaries and 
descendents, Spurs’ executive director Paul 
Barber said: “He could never have hoped or 
dreamt his charges would grow into the suc¬ 
cessful, world-renowned club we are today. 

“I take solace from knowing that at least 
he lived long enough to see Spurs win the 


FA Cup in 1901 - the only non-league club 
to do so. He was our president and our 
patron, but he was so much more than that.” 

Descendant Steve Ripsher, who attended 
the service on Monday with his son Paul, 
also gave a short speech in his honour. 

He said: “John Ripsher was a rare indi¬ 
vidual and a man who wanted to make a 
major contribution to the local community 
and the young boys in his care. 

‘We are both absolutely delighted and 
honoured to be here today, and as support¬ 
ers ourselves, we know this great club 
would not exist today if it was not for John 
Ripsher - it is as simple as that.” 

The unmarked grave was discovered by 
author Peter Lupson whilst researching a 
book about the role of the clergy in the 
founding of major English football clubs, 
entitled Thank God for Football. 

Compassion 

Mr Lupson said: “100 years ago today he 
was buried and forgotten. It is an honour to 
revive his memory and what he has done. I 
was touched by his Christian compassion. 

“Under him the club had a reputation for 
fair play and sportsmanship that made 
them the most popular club in England. 

“The last the club ever knew about John 
Ripsher was what was written in a 1908 his¬ 
tory of the club by two of the boys he found¬ 
ed it for. They wrote that the last they had 
heard of him was that he was living in Dover 
in poor circumstances and was totally blind.” 

Relatives of the first black professional 
footballer Walter Tull, who played for 
Tottenham in the early 20th century and 
lived in Dover, were also at the ceremony. 



AT LAST: Peter Lupson and Spurs’ executive director Paul Barber at John Ripsher’s grave 
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Over 50? 
Looking for 
life cover? 

Thats the difficult 



Book your 2008 trackside banner now and display 
your banner for the remainder of 2007 
free of charge! 

To take advantage of this fantastic offer 
or for further information contact 
Emma Santer on 01303 405800 or email 
emma.santer@folkestone-racecourse.co.uk 


to advertise your company, products or services is a unique and 
effective way to promote your business locally, regionally and nationally. 

Trackside banner sites are located in a prime position opposite the 
Grandstand along the home straight, and are in full view of all racegoers as well 
as the television cameras, with every race meeting televised by Sky At The Races 
Channel [watched by 1.5 million viewers per month]. 


Annual banners cost just £1,500+VAT per year [excluding banner production costs] 
which equates to just £62.50 per race meeting for the 2008 racing calendar, 
representing excellent value! 


FOLKESTONE 

THE RACECOURSE OF KENT 


questions over. 



Post Office® Over 50s Life Cover is a simple, affordable plan designed to provide your loved 
ones with a fixed cash lump sum (provided that it is within the period of cover) when you 
die. All you do is pay a fixed monthly premium from £7 to £50. 

Available to any UK resident between 50 and 80, there's no medical, no difficult questions; 
just guaranteed acceptance for anyone who applies. It's that simple. And once you've paid 
three months' premiums, you can choose one of our special welcome gifts. 

Please remember that there is no cash-in value. Depending on your circumstances, the 
cash sum paid out could be less than the total amount paid in premiums and inflation will 
reduce the value of what the cash sum can buy in the future. 


Call us on 0800 096 5877* 
Or visit postoffice.co.uk 

Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. 


POST 
OFFICE 


*Call centre hours: Monday-Friday 8am-8pm, Saturday 9am-6pm. Closed Sunday and bank holidays. 

Post Office® Over 50’s Life Cover is provided by Norwich Union Life & Pensions Ltd. Post Office Ltd registered in England and Wales. Registered number 
2154540. Registered Office at 80-86 Old Street, London EC1V 9NN. Post Office and the Post Office logo are registered trade marks of Post Office Ltd. 

SEP07 (2284070917) 
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Gordon Brown under fire over duuring party conference ower Kingsnorth plans 


PM stokes power fears 


By PHIL REILLY 

phil.reilly@kosmedia.co.uk 


GORDON Brown’s green creden¬ 
tials have been called into question 
after he failed to rule out a new 
coal-fired power station in Kent at 
this week’s Labour conference. 

Plans for a station at Kingsnorth are cur¬ 
rently being considered, but Greenpeace exec¬ 
utive director John Sauven said he was disap¬ 
pointed the Prime Minister had not dismissed 
the proposals. 


Jukeboxesxpress 
Specialists in 
Vinyl and CD Jukeboxes 

We deal in a range of retro and 
fifties reproduction articles 



Visit us at 

www.iwantajukebox.com or 
www.jukeboxesxpress.co.uk 

email: 

stanley@jukeboxesxpress.co.uk 

Phone: 01233 750210 


He said: “Gordon Brown talked about being 
a world leader in green technology but put no 
flesh on the bones of how to get there. 

“After 10 years we’re still at the bottom of 
most league tables when it comes to renewable 
energy. If he really does mean business he 
should stand up now and declare that there 
will be no new coal-fired power stations like 
the one proposed at Kingsnorth.” 

During his lengthy speech in Bournemouth 
this week, which clocked in at over an hour, the 
PM laid out his leadership credentials and 
stressed his commitment on a number of caus¬ 
es, most notably health and education. 

He said his aim was to make “every child a 
reader, (and) every child to be able to count”, as 
well as introducing fives hours of sport a week 
for schoolchildren. 

Setting out his ambitions for the country, he 
said: “I stand for a Britain where everyone 
should rise as far as their talents can take 
them and then the talents of each of us should 
contribute to the well being of all. 

Speculation 

“I stand for a Britain where all families who 
work hard can build a better life for them¬ 
selves and their children. 

“I stand for a Britain where every young per¬ 
son who has it in them to study at college or 
university should not be prevented by money 
from doing so. 

“I stand for a Britain where public services 
exist for the patient, the pupil, the people who 
are to be served. 

“I stand for a Britain that defends its citizens 
and both punishes crime and prevents it by 
dealing with the root causes.” 

Conspicuous by their absence were refer¬ 
ences to Tony Blair, David Cameron and the 
Conservatives. Indeed, his predecessor 
received just a single mention, one more than 
Mr the Tory leader. 

He also did little to diffuse speculation that 
he may call a snap election, studiously avoid¬ 
ing ruling out or confirming one. 

In his own conference speech, education sec¬ 


(theniDry) 

Join the 


Did you know that every four seconds someone, somewhere in the 
world invites Chem-Dry to clean their home? That’s over one billion 
square feet of carpet cleaned by Chem-Dry each year! 

As the largest carpet and upholstery cleaning franchise in the World, our 
26 -year history of success has proved that our methods and products form 
a sound investment and an excellent business opportunity. With Chem-Dry 
you run your own independently owned and operated franchise business, 
with the added peace of mind that comes with knowing that you have the 
full support of the Master Franchise. 

As an independent Chem-Dry franchisee, you can take 
advantage of the following: 

• An established brand name which consumers trust 

• The security of selling a unique, patented cleaning 
process that really works 

• The opportunity to tap into £30 million of fire and 
water damage insurance work 

• The backing of a full team of people offering 
technical and business development support 

• Access to our new Centre of Excellence training facility 


If you're thinking about running your own business, 
why not consider being part of a winning team... 

Visit WWW.chemdry.CO.uk and complete our Questionnaire 
to receive an Open Day Pack. If you don't have Internet access, 
call us on 01482 888195. 



retary Ed Balls expanded on Mr Brown’s 
schools policies, announcing that an inde¬ 
pendent body would be brought in to assess 
exam standards in order to counter claims 
that GCSEs and A-Levels were becoming 
easier. 

Health secretary Alan Johnson used his 
time on the podium to pledge to create a 
“personalised health service”, and promised 
new measures to tackle hospital bugs 
MRSA and C-Difficile. 

Foreign secretary David Miliband also 
used his speech to reject demands for a ref¬ 
erendum on the EU treaty, describing them 
as “institutional navel-gazing”. 

Elsewhere at the conference, home secre¬ 
tary Jacqui Smith told a fringe meeting the 
time had come to look again at 28-day limit 
on holding terrorist suspects, and former 
ally of Margaret Thatcher Lord Tebbit 
praised the new Prime Minister as her heir. 

Environment Secretary Hilary Benn said 
he intends to push through plans for a right 
of access around the entire coastline. 


Find more news and sport updated online 


www.kentnews.co.uk > 


A&E pledge 

HEALTH secretary Alan Johnson this 
week pledged to make decisions on 
downgrading A&E departments, such 
as the one at Maidstone Hospital, based 
on the opinions of clinicians. 

Speaking at the Labour Party confer¬ 
ence in Bournemouth, Mr Johnson said 
he would defer to the recommendations 
of the Independent Reconfiguration 
Panel (IRP) on all decisions regarding 
A&E downgrades. 

In May Kent County Council’s 
overview and scrutiny committee reject¬ 
ed the NHS Trust’s proposals to reduce 
services at Maidstone in favour of a new 
centre of excellence for emergency sur¬ 
gery at Tunbridge Wells. 

It was then passed to Mr Johnson, 
who will make the final decision, who in 
turn passed it on to the IRP for review. 

The body this week started a public 
consultation on the proposals, and is 
urging people to email their opinions to 
civic.engagement@westkentpct.nhs.uk 
or to call 01732 375 288. 



PENSION 
lifeboat 

SUNK! 

BARE FACED CHEEK: Andrew Parr (far right) joins protest strip in Bournemouth 


A FORMER Allied Steel and Wire worker 
from Kent led a stark protest against the 
Government at the Labour Party conference. 

Andrew Parr, 63, from Minster on the Isle 
of Sheppey, stripped to his birthday suit 
with other members of the Pensions Action 
Group in Bournemouth on Tuesday. 

Mr Parr was one of more than 1,000 
steelworkers who lost their pensions when 
the firm collapsed in 2002. 

The action group, which is pressing the 
Government for compensation on behalf of 
125,000 workers across the country in sim¬ 


ilar circumstances, held a fringe meeting 
and rally on Tuesday morning, before Mr 
Parr and others dropped their trousers for 
the ‘Stripped of Our Pensions’ protest. 

He said: “Despite being found guilty by 
the Parliamentary Ombudsman, the Public 
Administration Select Committee, the 
European Court of Justice and the High 
Court, this Government still refuses to 
accept any responsibility in this matter, and 
refuses to introduce a properly funded 
compensation scheme for the 125,000 
workers affected by this scandal.” 



liderobes don't come pre-packed or 
pre-made.We design and make your 
new Sliderobes specifically to your 
requirements. So that means Sliderobes 
can be designed even for difficult or 
unused spaces - like in recesses, under 
angled ceilings or stairs. 


10 Y EAR GUARANTEE 

25 i/ears making quality wardrobes 
Finest door and roller system 
Design and fitting times to suit you 

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICE 
BROUGHT TO YOUR HOME - FREE! 


sS/iderobesB 

^ the ultimate wardrobe 

Superb Service. Stylish Showrooms. 
Deacon Trading Estate, Forstal Road, 
Aylesford - www.sliderobes.com 
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■ A NUMBER of events are taking place at 
the Glades Shopping Centre in Bromley 
to raise awareness of breast cancer. A month 
of pink-themed events kicks off with a Ladies 
Day on Thursday, with make-overs and health 
advice available in the day and wine, canapes 
and inspirational speakers. Tickets cost £10. 


Hamiltons 


Fine Kitchens 


Quality... Design... Imagination. 



Finest range of contemporary and 
traditional designs 

Free, no obligation home visit 
design and quotation 

Full installation service, 
including all building works 


At: The Tile Cellar, Warmlake Business Est, 
Maidstone Road, Sutton Valence, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME17 3LQ. 

Tel: 01622 844897 
www.hamiltonsfinekitchens.com 



DAWNE 


HOLIDAYS 



Birmingham Tattoo 

Sunday 25th Nov 


£41 




Turkey & Tinsel 
at Bournemouth 

10th-14th December 2007 

Full 5 day Holiday with all excursions. 
Four Nights Dinner 
Bed & Breakfast 
Nightly Entertainment 


£165 


Holiday on Ice 

Friday 11th - Sunday 13th Jan 

Chatsworth Hotel. Worthing. 

Two nights Dinner, Bed, Breakfast & ^ ^ __ 

Entertainment combined with a visit y | j 

to Holiday on Ice. I 

01795 662688 


City hits top spot 

A LUXURY travel magazine has named 
Canterbury one of the top places in Britain for 
tourists. 

The cathedral city came sixth in a list of des¬ 
tinations published in the latest issue of Conde 
Nast Traveller magazine - part of the New 
York-based publishing empire, which also 
includes Vogue, GQ, Vanity Fair and Tatler. 

Each year, the magazine runs the contest to 
find the best place to visit. 

It takes into account such factors as quality 
of service, accommodation, restaurants and 
value for money 

And the city finished sixth - with an 82.79 
per cent approval rating; below only London, 
Manchester, Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Durham. 

It is the first time the city has ever featured 
in the list. 

Scouts tree plan 

NEARLY 300 scouts, cubs and beavers will be 
heading to Goudhurst to plant rare trees. 

The youngsters, from 11 packs across Kent 
and Sussex, will be at Bedgebury Pinetum 
next Saturday as part of the Scouts For 
Trees initiative to commemorate 100 years of 
scouting. 

Chris Reynolds, curator of the National 
Pinetum said “These plantings will mark the 
start of a long-term project to plant thousands 
of trees from all over the world in the Pinetum. 
This living gene bank will help ensure the 
long-term survival of endangered trees. 

“The day will focus on planting the first trees 
in our South American area. First we will 
show each scout group how we propagate the 
trees in our nursery, then we’ll take them up to 
the planting site and talk about why trees are 
threatened and why they need our help. Then 
finally they will plant a tree.” 



Thornburrows 


www.thornburrows.com 
Orpington 01689 830898 

257 - 259 High Street BR6 ONY 
also at 89 Bellgrove Road WELLING 020 8303 0181 

SALE HOW ON 
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Now the taxman can 
take a frightening 
amount from your 
children’s inheritance. 
But only if you let 

him. 


MOST people think that 
Inheritance Tax is only a problem 
for the super-rich. But after years 
of soaring house prices in this 
area, even people of relatively 
modest means are targets. 

Inheritance Tax starts to bite instantly at 
the top rate of 40% over £300,000. With 
many homes valued at far more than this, 
the death of the surviving parent can mean 
a big tax bill for the children, at a time when 
they may be least able to cope. 

Take the case where someone leaves a 
home worth £450,000, plus savings and 
other property adding up to a total of 
£600,000. This would trigger a tax demand 
for £120,000 - which could force the sale of 
the family home. 

The saddest aspect of the situation is that 
this punitive tax could have been largely or 
even entirely avoided - perfectly legally - 
with just a little professional planning. 

Laurie Cooke and Darien Williams 
Directors of Tax Efficient Wills & Trusts Ltd 
who offer estate planning advice are very 
‘worried’ at what they call the Government’s 
ultimate stealth tax. 


‘With property prices so high in the South 
East more and more families will face these 
swingeing tax demands just because they 
weren’t aware of the alternatives”. 

So, if you believe you may be liable for 
Inheritance Tax, it could make a big 
difference to your family if you take action 
sooner rather than later. 

Inheritance Tax Surgeries 

Laurie Cook and Darien Williams will be 
holding Inheritance Tax Surgeries at their 
offices in Westerham on 10th, 11th, 17th and 
18th October. Appointments can be held in 
the comfort of your own home if you prefer. 
If for any reason these dates are not 
convenient, please still call as other dates 
can be arranged. 

If you would like to know more about 
reducing or eliminating your Inheritance 
Tax liability, then telephone Gail Gore on 
0800 298 7770 for a consultation without 
cost or obligation. 

Numbers are limited - appointments will 
be held between 9.30am and 3.30pm and 
will last approximately 40 minutes to an 
hour. 


Laurie Cooke & Darien 
Williams Directors of Tax 
Efficient Wills & Trusts Ltd 
are inviting Kent on Sunday 
readers to discover the 
benefits of professional 
estate planning services. 
For more information 
telephone 
0800 298 7770 
or email 

taxefficientwills@hotmail.co.uk 

ESTATE 
PLANNING 
ADVICE YOU 
CAN TRUST 


Inheritance Tax Can Damage Your Wealth 

Ensure your home stays where it belongs 
(firmly in the family) 


Due to large house price increases experienced over recent years, the family home now forms a large proportion of many people’s 
wealth. As a consequence, more and more people are running the risk of exposing their hard-earned money to the potential damage 
that Inheritance Tax can cause. 

By not taking the necessary action, estates worth over £300,000 will be taxed at 40%. 

At Tax Efficient Wills & Trusts Ltd we can help you to reduce or even eliminate Inheritance Tax by providing the Trust Planning and 
solutions to ensure that you can control and protect your wealth. 

The Chancellor’s Budget has caused confusion about how you can tackle Inheritance Tax. Laurie Cooke and Darien Williams are 
inviting readers to find out the simple yet effective steps you can take to protect your wealth. Inheritance Tax Surgeries are being 
held at their offices in Westerham on 10th, 11th and 17th and 18th October. Appointments can be held in the comfort of your own 
home if you prefer. 

Numbers are limited - appointments will be held between 9.30am and 3.30pm and will last approximately 40 minutes to an hour. 
If for any reason these dates are not convenient, please still call as other dates can be arranged. 

If you would like to know more about reducing or eliminating your Inheritance Tax liability, then telephone Gail Gore on 0800 298 
7770 to book a consultation with Laurie or Darien without cost or obligation. 
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Williams’ trip 
halts gay split 


By PHIL REILLY 

phil.reilly@kosmedia.co.uk 


THE Anglican church 
avoided its biggest split in 
modem history this week, 
following last-ditch talks by 
the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in America. 

Dr Rowan Williams travelled to 
the States to try and persuade the 
US Episcopal Church, the American 
wing of the Anglican church, not to 
ordain gay bishops. 

The decision to ordain openly 
homosexual bishop Gene Robinson in 
New Hampshire in 2003 caused 
uproar among conservative clergy 
outside the US. The fall-out was most 
notable in Africa, where several bish¬ 
ops threatened to pull out of the 
Anglican Communion, the Church’s 
international body 

Following a summit in Tanzania, 
the Americans were given until 
September 30 to abandon the policy 
or be kicked out themselves. 

After six days of negotiations in 
New Orleans, attended by Dr 
Williams, the American Church 



Peacemaker: Dr Rowan Williams 


decided on Wednesday not to ordain 
any more gay bishops. 

During that time, he is understood 
to have urged the Americans to 
make concessions for the sake of pre¬ 
serving international unity. 

In a bid seemingly aimed at 
appeasing the US liberals Dr 
Williams told a gathering of 159 
American bishops that homosexual¬ 


ity is not “a disease”. 

He said: “I do not assume that 
homosexual inclination is a disease.” 

And he added: ‘"Violence against 
gay people is inexcusable. 

“Gay and lesbian people have a 
place in the Church as do all the 
baptised.” 

As well as agreeing not to ordain 
gay bishops, the US church will halt 
the blessings of same-sex unions. 

Speaking after the decision on 
Wednesday, American bishops stat¬ 
ed their commitment to supporting 
civil rights for homosexuals, but said 
they wanted to rebuild trust with 
the international Church. 

Many conservative American bish¬ 
ops had left the country in protest 
since 2003, with several taking up 
posts in African countries 

Ray Duff, a gay activist from 
Folkestone, said: “It sounds like his 
most openly pro-gay, albeit half¬ 
hearted, statement yet. 

“I think he’s edging towards telling 
the worldwide Church it has got more 
important things to worry about than 
always harping on about who is jump¬ 
ing in bed with who.” 


Find more news and sport updated 




www.kentnews.co. 
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Top marks for accuracy 


KENT Police is one of the best 
forces in the country for accuracy, 
according to a new report by the 
Audit Commission. 

The force, as well as the Kent 
Police Authority which governs it, 
was described as excellent at 
recording witness statements and 
information given to them by vic¬ 
tims. 

Chief Constable Mike Fuller 
said: “The Audit Commission has 
issued a report that confirms the 
integrity in the way we, as a force, 
record crime. We have received 
excellent grades across the board 
which highlight the importance 


we place on listening to our com¬ 
munities, recording information 
correctly and acting upon it.” 

Ann Barnes, chairman of the 
Kent Police Authority, added: “One 
of the core roles of the authority is 
to monitor performance and set 
targets. By having reliable data 
we can be 100 per cent sure we 
have a full picture to make deci¬ 
sions and allocate resources. 

“This report clearly shows a very 
high standard for Kent but the 
authority will not become compla¬ 
cent. We will continue to scrutinise 
the quality of data and make sure 
taxpayers get value for money.” 



Business & Enterprise Centre 

Sage Accounting 

Do you want to improve your 
Book-keeping skills? 

Learn Computerised Accounting? 

Designed to provide you with career options, the programme runs for 1 hour 
a week for six weeks at the Northfleet School for Girls Business & Enterprise 
Centre. Whether you want to work from home or improve your job prospects. 

- give us a call!! 

The next course starts Wednesday 10 October!!! 

For more information, 

Call Funke on 0844 477 2525 (lo-call rate) or 
Email: info@northfleetgirls.kent.sch.uk 





fiream 

kitchens bedrooms bathrooms 

Our business has been built 

on our reputation 

Visit our stunning new showrooms 


Designers & manufacturers of custom built 
kitchens, bathrooms & bedrooms 


Advice & 
Quotation 


01634 388331 

SHOWROOMS 

11 Matilda Close 758 Sidcup Rd 

Gillingham Business Park Fiveways 
Gillingham New Eltham 

Kent ME8 0PY London SE9 3NS 

020 8857 2489 


Approved Member 






www.rea 
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Improving travelling in Kent KentTjr^ 

Your one-stop guide to information and advice on travelling Council ' / 




• Keep quiet when crossing Stop, Look and Listen. 
Muckinq about could mean over and out! 

Make the road a phone-free zone. 

Use your eyes and ears, and it won’t end in tears. 




Now that the new term has officially started, 
there’s more traffic on the roads at peak times, 
but there are also more pedestrians - especially 
schoolchildren. 

That’s why Kent Highway Services wants to remind 
both schoolchildren and motorists to look out for 
each other on the roads. This is especially important 
at the start of the September term, as a lot of 
children will be starting secondary school and 
taking a route that they are unfamiliar with. Many 
will have to walk or cycle on busier roads or use 
public transport on their own for the first time. 

In fact, research shows that children in the first 
two years of secondary school are at the greatest 
risk of being injured as pedestrians and traffic 
collisions are the biggest single cause of death 
for 12 to 16 year olds. 

Children walking home in groups can often be 
distracted, so as a motorist you’ll need to pay 
particular attention when driving near schools and 
remember that the quiet roads you’ve got used to 
over the summer will now be busy. 

If you’re worried about your child’s route to school, 
it might be helpful to practice the route outside of 
school time, so you can talk through the possible 
hazards and identify the safest places to cross. 


If your child cycles to school, make sure they always 
wear appropriate safety equipment, including 
a helmet and make sure that they can be easily 
seen with bright or reflective clothing. 

For more information about travelling 
to school and Kent Highway Services, 
visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
or call 08458 247 800. 


Travel Update 

Below are roadworks and events that may cause some 
disruptions. Please remember that these are planned 
works and other emergency works may be required. 


Tunbridge Wells 


Start 

Current 

Finish 

5 / 10/07 

Road 

Hartley Road, Cranbrook 

Reason 

Temporary traffic lights - 
new water mains 

Tonbridge and Mailing 

Current 9 / 10/07 Tonbridge Road, 
Hildenborough 

Road closure - resurfacing works 

Canterbury 

Current 10 / 10/0 7 

Sturry Road, Canterbury 

Temporary traffic lights - 
new water mains 

Maidstone 

Current 1 / 11/07 

Willington Street, 
Maidstone 

Temporary traffic lights - 
work on existing gas mains 

Thanet 

Current 

6 / 11/07 

Sandwich Road, 

Cliffsend 

Temporary traffic lights - 
new gas mains 


venicie crossings to your property - 
what you need to know 


With the high-demand for on-street parking spaces, it’s not surprising 
that putting in a vehicle crossing is popular with property owners. 
A vehicle crossing lets you reach your property safely and easily in a 
vehicle and means that the kerb is lowered from its normal height and 
the pavement or verge is strengthened to take the weight of a car or 
other vehicle. 

It’s important to remember that pavements may have pipes or cables 
buried under them, which is why you’re not allowed to drive over a 
normal pavement or verge by law. 

If you do want to install a crossing and park your vehicle on your property, 
you need to make sure that there is enough space - normally an area 
4.8 metres long and 2.4 metres wide is sufficient. You will also need to 
make sure that you can see clearly in each direction from the point you 
will drive your vehicle off the property. 

You will need to obtain permission to put in a vehicle crossing and Kent 
Highway Services can help you with this. If you contact us we can send 
you an application pack that tells you everything you need to know. 

You may need to get permission from other landowners and the local 
planning authority depending on the location of your property, but the 
application pack gives more information about this. 

We do charge an application fee for a vehicle crossing, which includes 
checks with gas, electricity, water and phone companies to see what 
equipment they have buried under the pavement. It also includes a 
fee for inspecting the site to make sure that the crossover is built 
safely and to the correct standards. 

If you want more information, please call us on 08458 247 800 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


Keeping Kent 
bright at night 

Now that winter is approaching, you may notice the 
streetlights more than you did during the summer. 
However, the county’s 113,000 street lights play an 
important role all year round, to keep people and 
property safe, prevent car crashes and help the 
emergency services. 

Kent Highway Services owns and looks after most 
of the street lights in Kent, as well as 14,000 lighted 
signs and 5,500 bollards. 

We know how important it is to keep streetlights 
working for everyone’s peace of mind and safety, 
so we will visit the faulty streetlight within seven 
days of the problem being reported to us and will 
fix it there and then, if possible. If we are unable 
to fix the problem on our first visit, we will try to 
get the streetlight working again within 30 days. 

If you need to report a faulty light, please contact 
us on 08458 247 800 . To help us repair the fault 
quickly, please try and give as much information 
as possible when you call, such as: 

• the code on the side of the column (it will look 
like ABCD123); 

• the number or name of the house the light 
is outside; 

• the road and town name; and 

• what is wrong with the light. 


Back to school - 


safe and sound 


For more information, please call 08458 247 800 or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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My body’s hidden disease 


DISEASE: May Beautridge hopes other people can avoid the suffering she experienced 


By JENNA PUDELEK 

jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 


A VIRUS had been secretly 
attacking a woman’s liver since 
she had a blood transfusion in the 
early 1980s. 

May Beautridge only discovered the dis¬ 
ease after a routine blood test in 2004 
revealed she had contracted Hepatitis C. 

She said: “It was living in me and I did not 
even know it was there. 

“Hep C is like having Aids, it’s living in the 
blood and you cannot see it. It is secretly in 
the body and carries on attacking the liver.” 

The organisers of World Hepatitis 
Awareness Day on Monday want to draw 
attention to viral hepatitis (B and C) and 
help people globally understand the disease. 

Hepatitis means ‘inflamed liver’ and viral 
infection is the most common cause of the 
chronic form of the disease. 

Early diagnosis is important and an esti¬ 
mated 200,000 people in the UK have hepa¬ 
titis C - with the majority unaware they 
have contracted it. 

Mrs Beautridge, 53, said living with the 
disease meant she suffers bouts of fatigue, 
and aches and pains that have left her 
unable to work full time. 

The grandmother-of-nine, who lives in 
Maidstone, was put on a year of treatment, 
which for some people completely cures the 
disease. 

She said: “In my case it didn’t work. It was 


very intrusive. It takes over your life because 
you have to inject yourself in the tummy and 
take two tablets a day. 

“It was extremely disappointing it didn’t 
work. But I’m fortunate because I’m an 
active person and I have a positive attitude. 

“I’m going to manage this illness - make 
myself get up in the mornings - or I could 
become very depressed knowing I have this 


long-term illness.” 

Mrs Beautridge has now been diagnosed 
with liver disease. There may come a point 
where she has to have a liver transplant. 

Confidential 

She called for people to get tested. Although 
the virus she has is incurable, more than half 
of people infected can be cured. 


VISIT YOUR GP IF YOU HAVE: 

• Ever injected drugs using shared needles 

• Received a blood transfusion before 1991 

• Had unprotected sex with more than one 
partner 

• Had a tattoo or piercing with equipment 
that was not sterile 

• Received medical or dental treatment 
abroad in countries where hep C is common 

• Shared a razor or toothbrush with some¬ 
one who may have hep C. 

• Information at www.hepc.nhs.uk, the 
information line on 0800 0850 859, or visit 
www.hepatitisday.info 


“Think hard and do not let the stigma get in 
the way, go to your doctor it is confidential. It 
is better the quicker you have the treatment. 

“It makes me feel better doing something 
useful about it. You have got to make good 
out of a bad situation so if more people get 
tested because of my story I’ll be happy,” she 
added. 

Body Shop founder Anita Roddick, who 
died from a brain hemorrhage on September 
10, revealed in February this year that she 
was suffering from liver cirrhosis as a result 
of chronic Hep C. 

She believed the disease was contracted 
after a large blood transfusion in 1971. She 
used the diagnosis to actively support and 
promote the work of the Hepatitis C Trust. 


Find more news and sport update daily online 


www.kentnews.co.uk 



Parkwood Trading Estate, Bircholt /'y 
Road, MAIDSTONE ME15 9XY ^ 




BRITELITE'S'MOST r PX)RUffl 


EE0Z7 dCHZl 

► ’ Britelite 

I ,|ji hi Show 

Centre 


Rising house prices - the introduction of costly government 
Home Information Packs. Increased stamp duty - solicitors 
expenses - moving costs ... don't put yourself and your 
family through all this expensive hassle and aggravation! 

Give your home the facelift it deserves! 
Whilst at the same time increasing the 
value of your property, with Britelite's 
Amazing Summer Offer ... 

Or visit our website for a FREE online quotation 

www.britelitewindows.co.uk 





Ljm 


Registered through: 


imj 

'oc.a* 


FAMOUS 
FOR OVfclt 
35 YEARS 


FENSA 



Simply purchase one window from Britelite's competitive list price 
and get a second absolutely free of charge. Give your home the face 
lift it deserves with Britelite's most popular offer! 

0800 50 50 70 


www.thejcbgroup.co.uk 


JCBGROUP For all your Volkswagen Car, Skoda and Volkswagen Commercial Vehicle needs 



m 


Volkswagen 




m 


Volkswagen 

COMMERCIALS 
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Olympics cash 
in as art suffers 

LOTTERY money being diverted to the 2012 
Olympics is stifling opportunities for a the¬ 
atre in Ashford, council officials have warned. 

In the week a new campaign was launched 
to push for the venue, Ashford Borough 
Council chiefs said although a venue is in 
long-term plans, hopes of securing imminent 
funding are going nowhere fast. 

Christopher Dixon, arts projects co-ordina- 
tor for Ashford council said: “At the moment 
the general climate for funding the arts is dif¬ 
ficult because so much lottery money is being 
redirected to the Olympics We are addressing 
the problem.” 

Jack Cowen is leading a new campaign to 
try and get a theatre space specifically for the 
town and has launched a website - www.ash- 
fordtheatreproject.co.uk - to encourage sup¬ 
port through an online petition. 

He said: “I know there have been campaigns 
before that have failed, but it’s not from lack of 
support from the people who get signatures, 
but from the point of view of getting funding.” 


Club’s £3m refit 
of former Ikon 

THE COUNTY’S clubbing scene is set to be 
transformed when Maidstone club Ikon 
reopens in November, following a £3 million 
upgrade. 

The new 1,800-capacity club has under¬ 
gone a complete refit and will be relaunched 
as Liquid and Envy. 

General manager Julian Holyoake said: 
(t We plan to provide the ultimate ‘must-visit’ 
clubbing experience. Our unique touches will 
really set us apart from our competition.” 

The Lockmeadow Leisure Complex in 
Barker Road will be split into two rooms with 
a number of unique party booths overlooking 
the dance floor. The pod-like booths will be 
used as exclusive VIP rooms when the club 
opens on Friday, November 2. 

The venue will also incorporate a brand- 
new smoking terrace on the roof overlooking 
Barker Road. 

Liquid and Envy will be open Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays catering 
for a mixture of music tastes. 



FOR BUSINESS USERS ONLY: Example based on a Mercedes Benz 109CDI Compact at a price of £14,23.005+VAT 
on a Mercedes-Benz CharterWay Hire Purchase scheme with a deposit of £9,681.75 that includes total VAT of 
£2,451.75 followed by 36 monthly payments of £194.58. Written quotations available on request. Credit 
provided subject to status. Offer is subject to terms and conditions. "If weekly figures in headline ad 'Monthly 
terms apply'". Vehicles must be registered between 01/09/2007 and 31/10/2007. Vehicles must be supplied by a 
franchised Mercedes-Benz Commercial Vehicles Dealer. Offer subject to availability and excludes Northern 
Ireland. Vehicle shown for illustrative purposes only. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz CharterWay Mercedes- 
Benz CharterWay is a brand of DaimlerChrysler Financial Services UK Ltd. 


A Mercedes-Benz Vito is 
always fantastic value. 
Average service intervals of 
18,000 miles, a powerful CD I 
engine and a range of body 
lengths, roof heights and 
vehicle weights are just some 
of the excellent benefits. 
And now it’s even better 
value with 0% interest unto 
31st October 2007. 

Call for further details or to 
arrange a test drive. 

From 

. 90 * 

per week 

*Plus deposit Mercedes-Benz 

Sparshatts of Kent Ltd 

www. sparshatts. co. uk 

Ashford - Dartford - Sittingbourne 

Tel: 08708 35 36 37 




Wildwood’s rodents prepare for winter 



Mice and warm 


THESE tiny creatures are cuddling up getting ready to snooze away 
the winter months in their cozy nests. 

The dormice live at the Wildwood Trust, 
near Canterbury, and have been busy 
scampering around gathering material to 
line their beds ready for hibernation. 

The trust asked supporters to donate nat¬ 
ural rope to act as nesting material after 29 
baby dormice were bom over the summer. 

Staff feared there would not be enough 
bark for the miniature mammals to use as 
bedding. 


By JENNA PUPELEK 

jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 


Dormice hibernate in the winter to 
conserve energy while food is scarce so in 
preparation they will be feasting - nibbling 
on hazelnuts, acorns and chestnuts. 

For more information visit www.wild- 
woodtrust.org. 



FREE Delivery, Unload & full Installation save» P .. 

Let us take the strain and assemble your cabin for FREE £995 


LIVINQjt 


Discover Outdoor Space 


The Lincoln 35mm (3x3) £1699 (4x5) £2799 
(3x4) £2199 (5x4) £2899 
(4x3) £2199 (5x5) £3299 
(4x4) £2499 


1*5 




Delores (4.5x3.5)28mm £2,250 

(4.5x3.5) 44 mm £2,895 UL 


Alamosa (5mx4m) 
44mm £3,1 95 

with no porch 

44mm £3,295 

wwhpokh 

ttmi 3 ' 695 

70mm £4,995 

with pcnh ♦ rtwlilf qbwnq 


£2,459 


The Fremont (4.5x3) 35mm 


£2,499 


Brokeback 


(4x3.2) 44mm 


Pavilion (5.5mx4m) 44mm £3,950 
70mm £5,199 44mm £4,395 

wrthdnuMeql«lnq with double qliuwq 


The Vancouver (3x3) 35mm £1,699 n 
(4x3) 35mm £2,1 99 


Eldorado (5mx5m) 44mm £3,595 
70mm £5,995 44mm £3,899 

wtrh double qUrioq with double qUflnq 


5J 


II 


II 


U 


All of these buildings 
and many more are on 
permanent display at: 


Living Out Ltd. 

at Johnson's, Thanet Way, Chestfield, 
Whistable, Kent, CT5 3JD. UK. 
t: 01227 793717 
www.living-out.co.uk 
e: sales@living-out.co.uk 


Open 7 days a week 

Call our sales Hotline 

01227 793717 


r i ll 


II 


«i 




ii 


No Planning Required! 

Few people realise that it is possible to have up to a 30 square metre timber building in their back 
garden without submitting a planning application, please check with your local planning office for 
further details, in the majority of circumstances. Living out provides a diverse range of log cabin type 
buildings with this in mind. Our customers have used their buildings for a wide range of applications 
including home offices and gymnasiums, teenager's dens, hot-tub enclosures and many more. Our 
buildings are of solid timber construction and built to last, for all year round use. Call our sales hotline 
on 01227 793717 and come along to see one of the largest displays in the South East. 


Montrose (5.95m w x 5.85m d with veranda) 


180mm full log £8,995 

with doubk qla/itxj 


The Jackson 45mm (3x3) £2229 (4x5) £3599 
(3x4) £2699 (5x4) £3699 
(4x3) £2699 (5x5) £4149 
(4x4) £3199 


The Breckenridge 45mm (4.5x6) £7799 


LIViNCL 

[Ncm> iMdeo' Sm» 
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Freeview 


Panasonic 

ideas for life 


year TV warranty 


r and an extra £100 OFF 

That’s why people choo^ 


I WWW ■ 

I I 

Linwoods 


If your looking to buy the UK's No.1 best selling range of Flat Screen LCD and Plasma 
then why not buy from Linwoods an independent Panasonic Specialist who can offer you: 

• Expert advice on the product • Full demonstration in store 

• Great package deals • 0°/ finance • Price Promise 

We offer our customers a hassle free purchase at competitive prices, with after sales 
support other retailers won’t or can’t match, such as Panasonic 42” Plasma TV with 
matching cabinet stand now at £1279 including: 

• Full professional installation* 

• Free 5 year Parts and Labour warranty 

• Educational Lesson in your home 

• Full after sales support for service and repair 


vier a 


digitally! 


HD HOmi 


Great Package Deals such as this: 


Internet Prices like these: 


Wall mounting service available. POA 


■ Great Price 


TH32LMD70 Digital LCD 32” 

£779.00 

DMREZ27 Digital DVD Recorder 

£259.00 

Delivery & Full Installation (£55) 

Free 

5 Year TV Warranty (£219) 

Free 

2 Year DVD Warranty (£49) 

Free 

Total Separate Selling Price 

£1038.00 

Less Additional Discount 

-£100.00 

Package Price 

£938.00 


Whilst stocks last 


Panasonic DMCTZ3 Panasonic HDCSD1 

7.2 Megapixel High Definition 

Digital Camera Digital Camcorder 

TSP: £299.99 TSP: £999.99 

Our Price: £249.20 Our Price: £829.90 


Huge Discounts like this 

□ SAVE £200 f - 1 3 

on this Panasonic 
26 "LCD TV 

TX26LMD70 ^ 

Was £879 HOW £679 £“"* ic NMK15 5 £? m P a « 
800W Microwave & Ikw grill 

including FREE delivery & Full installation n lir p r : ro C7Q QQ 

FREE 5 Year Warranty UUI n IUB: 17777 


Full range of Panasonic products available. Vacuum, Microwave. Breadmakers, Telephones, Accessories 

We offer brand new. genuine Panasonic products, at realistic prices. More importantly we offer unbeatable service, from product advice, installation to warranty 
repairs, is all carried out by us. No middleman, no contracting, all enquiries from start to finish come through to our shop, guaranteeing you personal reliable and 
efficient service. The type that large stores simply cannot offer. We are a family run business since 1982 and are fully authorised by Panasonic UK Ltd. 


Linwood’s 

Professional Advice - 
Professional Service 

70 Station Road, Rainham, 

Kent ME8 7PH 

Monday - Friday 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday 9am to 4pm, Closed on Sunday 


Tei: 01634 319960 
Tel: 01634 230261 

Email: linwoodhe@aol.com 
W: www.linwoodhe.com 
W: www.needalead.co.uk 


DIRECTIONS TO FIND 
YOUR LOCAL PANASONIC 
AND TOSHIBA SPECIALIST 

Junction 4 off the M2. Follow the 
link road to the A2. Follow signs for 
Rainham, turn left into Station 
Road and we are the BLUE 
BUILDING on the right hand side, 
just before the railway crossing 
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Add a contemporary 
& stylish look to 
your kitchen 

Kitchen glass 
splashbacks are without 
doubt possibly the finest 
addition to any kitchen 
design. Not only do glass 
splashbacks offer an 
exquisite look they are 
also incredibly practical 
and hygienic. They can 
be fabricated in virtually 
any colour imaginable. 

GLASS LOGISTICS | Incorporating Clark Glass Wholesale 

Units 4-5 City Business Park, Marshwood Close, Canterbury 
Tel: 0800 0434884 

www.glasslogistics.co.uk - info@glasslogistics.co.uk 



Bathroom Studio 



Open 

Mon-Fri 
9am - 5pm 
Sat 10am - 2pm 

Fully Fitted 
Showroom 

Ample Parking 

Quality Items 
Supplied Only 
or 

Designed and 
Installed by our 
Professional 
Team 


NICHOLLS LTD (Est.i96i) 

Periwinkle Court , Church Street , 

Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 2JZ 

Tel:01795 472819 www.nichollsltd.co.uk 


CARPETS AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALISTS 


World’s m.s. 

Powerful 


Cleaning System 


All machinery stays 
on the van 



We don't cut 
corners - we 
clean them! 

All waste 
vacuumed 
back to our van 

Fully insured 
against all risks 
All our technicians 
are fully qualified and 
IICRC accredited 


Cream carpets are our speciality 

All solutions safe around kids and pets 

Domestic and commercial work undertaken 

Our guarantee is, if you're not happy with our 
work, we wont charge you! 



HYMtO-llYNAAtlX® 

FOR MAIDSTONE AREA: 

Call Adam for a free no obligation survey 

• Mob 07803 054770 
FOR MEDWAY AREA: 

Call Dave for a free no obligation survey 

• Mob 07866 749692 
FOR ASHFORD AREA: 

Call Gary for a free no obligation survey 

• Mob 07809 367490 
FOR SHEPWAY AREA: 

Call Les for a free no obligation survey 

• Mob 07799 790486 

• Office 01622 753466 • Freephone 0800 169 0284 

• www.hydro-dynamix.com 


Grieving pair 
unite to stop 
A258 carnage 


CARLA’S STORY 



CARLA Goodburn (above) 
and David Wilson were 
returning from a Sunday 
afternoon in Ashford looking 
at engagement rings when 
their Citroen Saxo was hit by 
a car hurtling towards them. 

The pub worker’s three- 
year-old son Keian, from a 
previous relationship, was 
also in the back seat as the 
car flipped over and spun in 
the air, landing in a field 
yards from the road. 

When Carla came to, her 
toddler was already safe 
in the arms of a friend’s 
parents who had witnessed 
the crash, but David was 
slumped lifeless in the dri¬ 
ver’s seat, covered in blood. 

“David had only moved 
the child seat from behind 
the driver’s seat that morn¬ 
ing, which saved Keian’s 
life,” she remembered. 

“I could have lost them 
both. He used to tell me he 
would die for me, and I 
suppose he did.” 

The couple had been 
returning to Carla’s home in 
Deal at the time, but she 
has since moved with her 
son to Whitfield in Dover 
because it is too painful to 
see the same places she 
used to visit with David. 

“He hadn’t proposed to 
me properly, but we talked 
a lot about getting married 
and that was why we were 
looking at the engagements 
rings. We were planning 
our life together, and then it 
was taken away. 

“Not a day goes by when 
I don’t think of David. He 
was such a friendly person 
and would get on with any¬ 
one, his house was always 
full of friends. He loved 
Keian and would have 
been a fantastic stepfather. 
That day mined my life.” 

Folkestone resident Gary 
Tupper, the man whose car 
struck hers, is due to stand 
trial before crown court in 
December, having pleaded 
not guilty to causing death 
by dangerous driving. 


LESLEY’S STORY 



SAMANTHA Horne (above) 
was returning to Deal from 
Dover after sleeping 
overnight at a friend’s house 
when she was killed in a 
three-vehicle crash in May 

Her friend’s mother was 
driving her home, where her 
new Walmer Science 
College uniform was wait¬ 
ing for her ahead of her first 
term at secondary school. 

Her doting parents Lesley 
and Trevor described her as 
“11 going on 20”, a popular 
little girl who would always 
wear make up and use hair 
straighteners before going 
to see her friends. 

Lesley said: “She was 
such a lovely, kind and 
caring girl. She cared so 
much about her friends 
that she would worry when 
she spent time with one 
and not another. 

“Even the day before the 
accident she was worried 
that she might upset her 
friend Katy because she 
was staying over at Mattie’s 
house and not hers.” 

Samantha was the 
youngest of six siblings 
in an incredibly tight-knit 
family and there are still 
hundreds of photos of her 
dotted around her parents’ 
Deal home. 

Lesley continued: “It 
still hurts every time I walk 
into the house, it hurts 
all the time. I still can’t 
believe it, it’s like it’s not 
true. I still want her to come 
in through the door. 

“At first it was shock, but 
now it’s like I’ve got to 
accept it, like it’s real. 

“I just think it’s such a 
waste of such a young life, 
she had so much to live for 
and so much to do. I don’t 
want another family to go 
through what we went 
through, if we can do that 
then at least she won’t have 
died for nothing. If she had 
to die I want her life to not 
have been in vain. If we 
save someone’s life then it 
wouldn’t have been.” 


By PHIL REILLY 

phil.reilly@kosmedia.co.uk 


AFTER three fatal accidents in the 
space of six months on a single 
Kent road, the mother of one of the 
vict im s and the girlfriend of anoth¬ 
er have teamed up to campaign to 
make the road safer. 

Schoolgirl Samantha Horne, 11, carpenter 
David Wilson, 24, and dad-of-two Simon 
Kersley-Davis, 39, were all killed on the A258 
Dover to Deal road between November, 2006, 
and May, 2007. 

Samantha’s mum Lesley Horne and David’s 
girlfriend Carla Goodburn were so determined 
that others should not suffer the same fate 
they joined together to start a campaign to 
prevent further accidents. 

Investigations 

They have started a petition calling for safe¬ 
ty measures, which already has more than 
7,000 signatures. 

When it reaches 10,000, Dover MP Gwyn 
Prosser has offered to take it to Downing 
Street, and the campaign has also received the 
backing of Labour and Conservative council¬ 
lors locally. 

Ben Bano, the Labour opposition leader at 
Dover District Council, said he has often felt 
he was “taking his life in his hands” when he 
turns on to the road from a junction leading to 
St Margaret’s-at-Cliffe, close to the spot where 
Mr Wilson’s crash occurred. 

He said: ‘We owe it to the families, and not 
least Lesley and Carla, to do our very, very 
best to get results and to make this road safer.” 

A spokesman for Kent County Council’s 
highways department said: “Kent Police’s 
Serious Collision Investigation Unit is 
continuing its investigations into these acci¬ 
dents, but the highway is not considered by the 
police to be a contributory factor in any of 
these tragic incidents.” 


Broome Park Golf Club 

FREE!!! 

3 MONTHS GOLF 
MEMBERSHIP 

15 Months 
for the price of 12 

(Join in October 2007 and fully pay 
- no further fees until Jan 2009) 

5 or 7 Day & Intermediate Categories only 

JOINING FEES REDUCED 

(until January 2008) 

This offer applies only to those who 
pay in full at time of joining 

For further information 
please contact 

Graeme or Del on 01227 830728 

Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 
01227 830728 www.broomepark.co.uk 
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Aerial battle 
left war hero, 
shot, wet and 
‘scrambled’ 


HIGH FLYER: Flight Lieutenant William 
Walker during his days as a WWII pilot 


Kent., 

Highway ? 
Services 


For information and advice on 
travelling in Kent, go to page 16. 

For all our Traffic Regulation 
Orders, please go to pages 51-52, 


By JENNA PUDELEK 


jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 


■ THE female Few were part of an RAF 
squadron that delivered aircraft 
around the country during World War Two. 

A total of 154 young women served with 
the Air Transport Auxiliary. 

In the early years of the war, attacks by 
Nazi planes were a constant threat and the 
vast majority of female pilots flew unarmed. 

The constant risk of attack and bad flying 
conditions led to the loss of 15 women. 


The hospital in the Thanet town had 
been badly bombed and so could only 
offer him a cup of tea and a slice of bread 
after his ordeal. 

He was sent to hospital in London. Fit 
Lt Walker recalled: “Of course, all the 
sign posts had been removed and the 
driver didn’t know the way. Fortunately 
I knew it pretty well and directed him.” 

They eventually arrived in the capital, 
but instead of going straight to hospital 
to have the bullet removed from his 
ankle, the thirsty pilot stopped off for a 
couple of pints along the way. 

At the hospital he finally got to eat. He 
said: “A nurse managed to rustle up 
some scrambled eggs, which seemed 
appropriate, especially as I had well and 
truly scrambled myself.” 


AT the height of the Battle of 
Britain three pilots were scram¬ 
bled to patrol over the Garden of 
England - but only two returned 
to base. 

One of the survivors, Flight Lieutenant 
William Walker, has shared his poignant 
story of heroics and humour in the face of 
terrifying adversity. 

Now, at 94-years-old, he can look back at 
that fateful day in the summer of 1940, 
when his Spitfire came nose to nose with an 
enemy Messerschmitt 109 and he was shot 
down off the coast of Thanet. 

Fit Lt Walker and his comrades Teddy St 
Aubyn and Marmaduke Riley flew Spitfires 
with No 616 Squadron from the RAF 
Kenley airfield, near Croydon. 

On August 26, as they were soaring in the 
skies above Dover and Dungeness they came 
face-to-face with “a whole load of 109s”. 

Fit Lt Walker said: “Teddy was shot down 
and terribly badly burnt, but he survived. 
Sergeant Ridley was killed instantly. 

“I was turning towards one when I sud¬ 
denly felt a pain in my leg and realised I 
had been hit. The controls weren’t working, 
so although there was armour plating 
behind the seat the bullet had come in 
underneath to get me in the ankle.” 

The plane was covered in bullet holes and 
deciding the best option was to bale out he 
struggled out of his restrictive helmet. 

In the adrenaline rush and fight for sur¬ 


vival, he fell out of the aircraft. 

Fit Lt Walker, who now lives in London, 
pulled the cord of his parachute, falling 
through the clouds, before realising with 
horror he was above the sea. 

He landed with his ‘Mae West’ - life vest 
- in shreds and swam to a shipwreck he 
saw above the waves. 

A fishing boat then came to his rescue. He 
was given a cup of tea and a shot of 
whisky before being picked up by a RAF 
launch. 

A cheering crowd met Fit Lt Walker as 
he was carried up the stairs at Ramsgate 
Harbour. 


M&S MM DEBEN HAMS T*ma*i TOPSHOP m o/\JooH and many more. 


■ 


Fashions look drop 
dead gorgeous this Autumn 
- it’s your place to make sure ^ 
you do too. So go for the 1940’s 
look, medieval magic, faux fur, folksy 
patterns and accessorize like crazy 
Be bejewelled, be glamorous, be 
, there and fall for Autumn at 
k Westwood Cross. a 


Find yourself at your place - Thanet’s new shopping destination. 

Just off the A256/254. Free parking. Late night shopping. Open 7 days a week. 


LOSE WEIGHT 

MALE OR FEMALE 
FAST-SAFE-EFFECTIVE 

At Kings Private Clinics (UK) 

Excellent results are consistently achieved. 
After a brief consultation with one of our 
sympathetic doctors, a course of 
medication and diet is followed, which will 
remove those unwanted pounds without 
boredom or hunger. 

You will start to lose weight quickly and 
progressively and you will be monitored 
by a fully qualified doctor. 

i Full 3 week course ONLY £30 i 
1 Full 6 week course ONLY £55 1 

I LIMITED OFFER TO ALL NEW PATIENTS ON FIRST VISIT ■ 

L — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — J 

For your appointment or further details etc 

01622 685434 

Mon - Fri (after 10am) 

Kings Private clinics (UK) 

82 King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME 14 1BH 

ESTABLISHED 1982 

www.kingsprivateclinic.com 
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Come and see the 

Charlie and Lola 

puppet show at Bluewater 

Bring the entire family to a U e ry sPe c i a l event 
celebrating two very special Sib^ n 9 s : Charlie and Lola! 


I win not ever never 

eat a tomato 


Bring your camera to take photos 
with Charlie and Lola! 

Receive a free Charlie and Lola 
Colouring Activity Sheet to take 
home! 


Date: Saturday 6th October 
Location: Bluewater 

Show times: 11am, 12noon 

lpm, 2pm, 3pm 


Charlie and Lola © 2005 Tiger Aspect Productions. / Lauren Child. Charlie and Lola TM owned by Lauren Child and used under license by BBC Worldwide Limited. 


330 stores to choose from, 13,000 car parking spaces 
plus late night shopping ‘til 9pm Monday - Saturday 

For further information call 0870 777 0252 or visit www.bluewater.co.uk 


Bluewater 








Week ending September 30, 2007 


www.kentnews.co.uk for all the headlines 


Advertising/editorial 01303 817000 


23 


By PHIL REILLY 


phil.reilly@kosmedia.co.uk 


NEWLY released police 
records claim the “oily 
scoundrel” father of It girls 
Victoria and Isabella Hervey 
may have been the master¬ 
mind behind a jewellery heist 
at Hever Castle in the 1940s. 

A Metropolitan Police file held at the 
National Archive shows Victor Hervey, 
the sixth Marquess of Bristol and a con¬ 
victed criminal, was the chief suspect 
behind the raid on the Kent landmark. 

The robbery took place on April 4, 
1946, with scores of small items of 
expensive jewellery stolen from around 
the castle, which was the family home of 
Anne Boleyn. 

Among the items taken was a gold 
signet ring belonging to Henry VIII, as 
well as medals, miniatures, snuff boxes, 
lockets, rings and a dagger. 

Hever Castle’s head steward Jane 
Apps told this newspaper: “He seemed to 
steal quite a lot and obviously knew 
what he was doing. 

“I wasn’t aware of the robbery until 
these documents were released, but we 
have records of the items stolen. They 
were all small items. 

“How he got about the whole castle, I 
don’t know.” 

The file contains an anonymous letter 
to the police by a member of the public 
which describes Hervey as “one of the 
most unscrupulous, calculating and cun¬ 
ning criminals at large”. 

It goes on: “No effort should be spared 
in ridding this ghastly parasite from our 
midst. He stops at nothing, and nothing 
is too low for him to stoop to in order to 
satisfy his lust and greed.” 

Mayfair Playboys 

A note by an investigating officer also 
stated: “Although vicious to almost a 
sadistic degree, I am certain he would 
not be fool enough to carry firearms.” 

It was thought that Hervey’s black 
Rolls Royce was used as the getaway 
vehicle for four masked men during the 
raid, and that the loot had been stashed 
aboard his houseboat, the Dry Martini, 
which he was living on in Middlesex. 

He was reputed to have been the ring¬ 
leader of a gang called the Mayfair 
Playboys, who were behind a string of 
robberies from aristocrats. 

He was found guilty of two in 1939 at 
the age of 22 and jailed for three years, 
having been declared bankrupt just over 
a year earlier with debts equivalent to 
£10 million in modern money. 

Hervey went on to become a successful 
and respected businessman, a member 
of the House of Lords, as well as chancel¬ 
lor of the Monarchist League. 

He died in 1985, when Victoria and 
Isabella were just children. 



Toff named as 
mastermind in 
heist at castle 



The socialites have since carved 
out their own careers. Lady 
Victoria opened her own boutique 
and wrote a regular column for 
the Sunday Times, and has since 
appeared on reality TV shows The 
Farm and Love Island. 

Lady Isabella has also appeared 
in reality TV shows, and was in 
2005 made ‘the face’ of Playboy TV. 


Castle (above) and Victor Hervey 


Hever Castle has also been the 
subject of thefts in the recent past, 
with five miniature antique paint¬ 
ings stolen in 2003, and a Roman 
vase taken from its Italian 
Garden and its marble plinth 
smashed in 2005. 
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THE ULTIMATE BONDING EXPERIENCE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 

(tHAAki tutu i-t’s born? 

You can with Baby 4D, 3D/40 Fetal Ultrasound 
carried out by qualified sonogrophers. 

Visit our website for more details and our 
amazing prices! Also see our TV advert 

on the site, www.baby4d.co.uk 

affordable, prices start from just £60! 

* gift vouchers available 
ideal present for a baby shower 

Tel 01227 780218 

Open: Monday - Friday 9am-9pm 
Saturday - Sunday 10am-4pm 
Baby 4D Ltd, 19 Palace Street, 
Canterbury, Kent Cll 2DZ 


Sky high gas bills? 



Cut down the cost of your energy 
bills with Solar Power 

For more information call Bruce Davis 01227 262699 
info@eternalenergysystems.co.uk 
www. etern al energysystem s .co.uk 

& ETERNAL 


ENERGY SYSTEMS 

57 South Street, Whitstable, Kent 


Join us on 

2nd & 3rd October 2007 

10am - 7pm 

Vehicle displays with rides and drives 

Channel Commercials PLC, Whitewall Road, 
Medway City Estate, Strood, ME2 4DZ 
01634 296686 www.stroodldv.com 

Ashford 

01233 629277 Parts 
01233 629272 Service 
Sevenoaks 

--01732 462605 Parts - - 

] 01732 469469 Service 


£20m Open golf boost 


GOLF’S Open Championship is 
coming back to the Royal St 
George’s Club at Sandwich. 

The east Kent economy is set to 
benefit to the tune of around £20 
million from the tournament, 
which was last staged at the pres¬ 
tigious club four years ago. 

Last time around, 183,000 peo¬ 


ple flocked to Sandwich. 

David Hill, of the Royal and 
Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews, 
the tournament organiser, added: 
“It is a huge undertaking and the 
R&A would like to thank the club 
for their cooperation, which has 
enabled the championship to 
return.” 


Run activities 
for children and 
young people? 






Promote your 
services FREE! 

If you run activity clubs for children and young 
people in Kent the Kent Children's Information 
Service needs to hear from you. 

Every day we take calls from parents seeking information 
and advice about childcare and early education. 

Increasingly parents are looking for 
details of less formal activity clubs such 
as breakfast and after school clubs, 

parent and toddler 
groups, sports and 
youth clubs, scouts, 
brownies, dance and drama clubs. 

By agreeing to put details of your 
group together with a contact name and telephone number 
on our database we can pass this valuable information on 
to parents at no cost to you whatsoever. So what are you 
waiting for? 

Complete the short slip below or call: 

Freephone 08000323230 

(Calls made from mobile phones may incur network charges.) 

or e-mail us at kentcis@kent.gov.uk 

Name of group/club: 


Venue: 


Contact name and address for questionnaire: 


Name: 


Address: 


Postcode: 


Contact telephone number: 


9 

COS 

KENT CHILDREN'S 
INFORMATION SERVICE 


Freepost address to return slip: Kent Children's Information Service, 
Freepost SEA 10909, Maidstone ME 16 8BR. (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 


CHANNEL 


Canterbury 
01304 841111 Service 


SureSfwrt 


matrix 
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Mentally ill 

by NHS, say 


failed 

carers 


Guidelines leave patients short of treatment 



By JENNA PUPELEK 

jenna.pudelek@kosmedia.co.uk 

CARE workers have raised 
concerns about gaps in the quality 
of healthcare for the mentally ill. 

Last week, this newspaper revealed how 
families in East Kent are struggling to cope 
with looking after loved ones experiencing 
mental health problems. 

Now, carers have claimed that patients who 
are violent or suicidal are being ignored 
because their mental illness is not considered 
to be serious enough. 

They are not given the right amount of 
treatment by the NHS - making their mental 
health much worse, say the carers. 

“Clients are not getting the help they need 
to cope,” said one carer, who preferred not to 
be named. 

“They are getting ill and every episode is 
thought to cause irreparable damage.” 

There have been cases of people suffering 
from a range of mental illnesses, ranging 
from mild dementia to psychosis, slipping 
through the net. 

These situations are unpredictable and 
dangerous for all involved - but they do not 
qualify as a ‘crisis’ under NHS guidelines. 


The model of care for treating people 
with serious mental health problems has 
changed and less people now need to be 
treated in hospital wards. 

Kent and Medway NHS and Social Care 
Partnership Trust is responsible for mental 
health services in the county. 

The trust said advances in mental 
healthcare meant patients were staying in 
hospital for shorter times. 

Work by its Crisis Assessment and 
Treatment Team (CATT) had led to a drop in 
the number of admissions to mental health 
units, it claimed. 

A carer, who lives in East Kent, became 


SUFFERING from bi-polar disorder, alone and 
desperate, a 21-year-old from Rochester 
threw himself in front of a train. 

Nik Brooks, now 34, survived but spiralled 
into drug addiction after having his legs 
amputated after the suicide attempt. 

But he battled back from the brink and 
now the father of two’s work has been 
recognised after he won an employee honour 
at the Shaw Trust’s regional awards ceremony. 

“I never, in a million years, dreamt I’d be 


involved with mental health services because 
her daughter suffers from severe psychiatric 
problems. 

She now works closely with the trust and 
other carers suggesting how improvements 
to services can be made. 

Intervention 

“There is no access to qualified professional 
mental health support out of hours for 
emergency clients who are ill and in urgent 
need of support, but not yet ill enough to meet 
the narrow criteria for crisis team support,” 
she said. 

Carers cannot access CATT for support for 


where I am now,” he said. “Now I’m helping 
others to change their lives and you can’t 
beat that feeling.” 

The trust helps people with disabilities or 
disadvantages to find work and achieve 
independence. 

Mr Brooks’ boss, Shaw Trust operations 
manager Lindsey Jardine, said: “Fie is an 
exceptional role model to his clients and 
has enabled many to progress to further 
education and employment.” 


TORMENT: Mentally ill patients are being 
left to suffer in silence, say carers 

their client - referrals have to be made by 
professionals, including the police, GPs and 
social services. 

Trust guidance states the professionals 
should ask themselves, “is the crisis of such 
severity that it urgently requires intervention 
within the next four hours?” when judging 
whether to refer someone to the team. 

However, speaking from experience, the 
carer said: “When people are, or become 
mentally ill, it is like a slippery slope. 

“Often the client is at risk and so may the 
carers and the public be, but they cannot get 
help out of hours. You cannot get help unless 
you are at a hospital level of illness.” 

The carer was spurred on to campaign for 
better services after her daughter became a 
victim of the mental healthcare system. She 
did not get the treatment she needed and has 
now been hospitalised for a number of years, 
said the carer. 

The trust’s spokesman said: “Anyone who 
meets the CATT referral criteria will be seen 
and assessed by CATT. 

“It is in the cases where people do not meet 
CATT referral and eligibility criteria that we 
are currently exploring how we can further 
improve services.” 


Back from the brink to win award 



The future has never looked so bright... 



Beautiful Edwardian or Victorian style conservatories fully fitted 

(including building work) subject to survey 


0 windows 
supplied & fitted* 

from O d B O Q 
only t»l9sO 


far an iy ^ 

r^crcrr 

/ —rJ <-J t-j rJ 


jjifl ■*. uLi 

Jills 


Offer ends 31 September 2007 Plus £267.40 VAT size 3m x 3m in white inc VAT 


With our 10 year insurance backed guarantee 


5 MULTIPOINT LOCKING SYSTEMS FOR WINDOWS AND DOORS 
10mm or 14mm solid steel Shootbolts* 

45 u tapered and laminated steel Shootbolts provide optimum 
security and weatherseal compression. (’Depending on profile) 

Steel Faceplate and Drive Rod 

The drive rod Is a special thickness ot 2.7mm. This provides even greater strength 
and stability in use. The ‘silver’ plating complies with the highest grade 4 corrosion 
resistance requirement of BS EN1670 European standard. 

Security Tested BS7950.1997 standards and has achieved ‘Sold Secure’ status 

'ftotmst gearbox. lealBd lo over 30Nm at anli-xhear farce - (unbreakable to an average persons lull atrengtli). 


any size or style made to measure 



Trade customers welcome at discounted prices 

Call Staywhite hotline NOW 

01634 863737 ^ 

COMPANY 

or log on to our website www.staywhite.co.uk 


STAYWHITE UK LIMITED, UNITS 8/9 GLADEPOINT, GLEAMING WOOD DRIVE, LORDSWOOD, CHATHAM ME5 8RF 

Full finance facilities available including 0% finance. No deposit - Ask for details. Full written quotation on request. Excludes offers. 
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SHOWROOM OPEN 10AM TIL 4PM MON TO SAT 


10AM TIL 2PM SUNDAY 




View your dream conservatory 

in the comfort of your own home with 
our laptop computer generated simulation 

superimposed on your property 

This service iscompletely-||||flIErwith 

NO OB LIGATION whatsoever 


^ y s? y 

BS7412 1991 BS6206 BS57I3 BS 7412-PAS 011 1994 

LICENSE No KM 12884 LICENSE No KM 11708 LICENSE No KM 17265 UCENSE No KM33531 

PVC-u WINDOWS TOUGHENED SAFETY HERMETICAILY SEAl ED IMPROVED SECURITY 

GLASS FLAT DOUBLE GLAZING PVC u WINDOWS 

UNITS 



BS EN 
ISO 9002 
1994 
CERT No 
FS 13497 


MEMBER 

GLASS & GLAZING 
FEDERATION 




Registered through: 

Glass and Glazing 
Federation 




WHEN YOU 

SPEND MORE THAN £3000 
ON ANY OF OUR PRODUCTS 


Showrooms at 142 Newington Rd Ramsgate & Bybrook Barn Ashford 

pwiiE 0800 195 OO OO 

www.elephantwindows.co.uk 

^These offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer 
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Rebate is just a 
slap in the face 

GORDON Brown said suspiciously little 
about the Armed Forces in his 65-minute 
speech to the Labour Party conference this 
week. 

He left it to Des Browne to announce the 
Government’s latest effort to make life a 
little easier for our boys serving overseas, 
with the emphasis on ‘a little’. 

Offering just 25 per cent off their council 
tax bills, which applies only while they are 
out of the country risking their lives, was 
not exactly the gesture many had hoped for. 

Not only are our soldiers left without all 
the necessary equipment on the front line, 
many, particularly single men, live in sub¬ 
standard digs in the UK. This is simply not 
good enough. 

The Government needs to look long and 
hard at how it treats the young men and 
women it sends to war. 

Get well Sandy 

ALL the staff at KOS Media would like to 
pass on their best wishes to former county 
council leader Sandy Bruce-Lockhart, who 
is recovering from a major operation to 
remove a cancerous tumour. 

Lord Bruce-Lockhart has been a 
champion of Kent for many years, rising 
from running a farm in Headcorn to leading 
an organisation with a budget of £1 billion. 

Once described as the most powerful Tory 
in the country, the number of messages of 
goodwill passed on from some of the most 
influential politicians in the land is 
testament to the high regard he is held. 

He has been a dedicated servant and we 
wish him a full and speedy recovery so he can 
continue to be one for many years to come. 


OPINION: 


THE announcement by the 
Cherbourg authorities that they 
intend to construct a transit camp 
for migrants has been met with 
anger and disbelief among the 
population of the United 
Kingdom. The issue has reignited 
the debate held five years ago 
about economic migrants entering 
the United Kingdom via France. 
At that time, under pressure from 
the British government, the 
infamous Sangatte refugee camp 
in Calais was shut down. Now, the 
announcement from Cherbourg 
has raised the whole issue once 
again. 

On my fact-finding trips to 
Calais I have seen that on any day 
of the week up to 1,000 migrants 
sleep rough in and around the 
town. They are there with one 
intent: to get into the United 
Kingdom. 

In fairness to the mayors of 
Calais and Cherbourg this is not a 
problem of their choosing. They 
didn’t invite the migrants to their 
towns and don’t want them there. 
But, now they are there, they 
intend to keep them out of the 
town centres, reduce begging and 
crime, and provide an acceptable 
level of humanitarian aid. 

In recent times, the ferry 
operators and port authorities 
have done much to tighten up 
security. An unfortunate 
consequence of closing those 
avenues is the migrants have 
become ever more anxious to 
cross the Channel. They are 
resorting to increasingly 
desperate, and occasionally 
violent, ways to do so and sadly 



Need to work together 

RICHARD ASHWORTH talks 


about the global problem of 
mi gration and immigrants 

-^r ~^r 


SLEEPING ROUGH: Up to a 1,000 migrants sleep rough in Calais 


British truckers are often the 
unfortunate victims of this crime. 

By the time they arrive at the 
Channel ports, migrants will have 
made a long and dangerous 
journey from their home countries 
- places like Libya, Senegal, 
Morocco, Iraq, Iran and Albania. 
Usually they crossed the sea from 
North Africa arriving in Europe’s 
Southern borders in the Canaries, 
Malta, Spain and the southern 
shores. Once they are within the 


European Union, and particularly 
the free-movement Schengen 
zone, they can make their journey 
to northern France relatively 
unimpeded. 

Rather than blame the mayors, 
there are two actions which 
should be taken. In the short¬ 
term, the British Home office, 
with the help of the interior 
ministry, should raise their 
presence in the ports. They should 
contact the migrants and tell 


them they have no legal claim to 
residence in the United Kingdom 
and that if they are found they 
will be deported. They should also 
make it clear that if the migrants 
choose to apply, they will be 
offered a free return ticket to their 
country of origin. 

Secondly, the European nations 
need to do much, much more to 
deter migrants from making the 
journey. The nations confronted 
with this problem like Malta, 
Spain and Greece are invariably 
poorer, have fewer resources and 
need our help. Economic 
migration is a problem which 
affects every wealthy European 
nation now and, as the effect of 
global warming impacts on sub- 
Saharan Africa and the Middle 
East, it will only get worse. 

Migration is not just a problem 
for the mayors of Northern 
France. It is a reality of 
globalisation and the modern 
world. The problem will only be 
kept under control when the 
European nations really decide 
that it is in their mutual interest 
to work together. 


Be part of the lookgood feelgood 

2007 Show 




KOS 

media 


Award winning publications 
www.kentnews.co.uk 

Organised by KOS Media 


At the Big Blue, St Mary’s Island, Chatham 
17th & 18th November 2007 


A lookgood feelgood adventure 
incorporating everything to do with Health, 
Fitness, Beauty and Well Being for visitors 
to come along and lose themselves in a 
myriad of pleasures and to shop till they 
drop whilst being pampered, educated and 
entertained in the process. 

Stands for as little as £150 + VAT 
To book a stand or request an information 
pack call Lyndsay Hopper 01303 817073 







lookgood fee good 




THE HEALTH BEAUTY & WELL BEING SHOW 
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Ban religious schooling 


I was concerned by your article on 
page 13 of today’s paper headed: 
‘Plan for Muslim school unveiled’ 
(KoS - September 23). We do not 
have Labour Party or 
Conservative Party schools or 
capitalist nor communist schools, 


so why should we have religious 
schools? 

Segregation can breed bigotry 
and misunderstanding. Look at 
Northern Ireland where most 
Catholics go to one set of schools 
and most Protestants to another. 


If the two communities don’t even 
mix as children, what hope have 
they got of understanding one 
another? I think religious-based 
schooling should be abolished. 

Marc Hurstfield 
NortMeet 


Treaty to leave EU 

The controversy raging over the 
need for a referendum for the so- 
called new EU treaty/constitution is 
all unnecessary. 

Judging by the prevailing mood 
amongst most British people, all 
that is needed is a referendum for 
this country to leave the EU forever 
so we can regain full control of our 
own affairs through democratically 
elected MPs at Westminster. 

Then, the countless billions of 
pounds of British taxpayers’ money 
Brussels takes every year could be 
used here to provide better state 
pensions, improved healthcare, 
better schools and for so much 
more. 

British taxpayers are now giving 
Brussels billions of pounds every 
year to waste, for its own political 
ends; rebuilding the economies of 
the EU member countries of central 
and eastern Europe that were 
devastated after decades of Soviet 
rule and neglect. 

Roger Arnold 
UK Independence Party 

Charge kills towns 

So Maidstone council is thinking of 
introducing paying parking on 
Sundays (Letters, KoS 23.09.07). 
Medway Council is also thinking of 
extending their paying parking to 
seven days a week, until 10pm and 
also increasing their charges. Can’t 
or won’t the councils see that 
charging shoppers to park their 
cars is killing our town centres? 

Chatham is nearly dead. In the 
high street alone there are about 60 
empty shop units. They can spend 
millions of pounds developing the 
town centres, but that will be no 
good if shoppers don’t go there. 
What the councils don’t seem to 


realise is that people like to browse 
around and shop at their leisure. 
They can’t if they are tied to 
parking meters. Eighty per cent of 
all shopping is done on impulse. 

Peter Nassan 
Chatham 

No treaty trust 

The idea about Kent’s Labour MPs 
opposing a referendum on the EU 
treaty is nonsense. I do not trust 
this government on the way they 
are running our country. 

So why should I trust them to 
debate and make a decision on the 
EU treaty? 

Alan Wanstall 
Faversham 

Between a Rock... 

Surely the Northern Rock fiasco 
must make us all wake up to just 
what a state we have allowed this 
country of ours to degenerate into. 
One doesn’t need to be a brain of 
Britain to realise that it would all 
end in tears; you cannot live on 
escalating credit indefinitely. 

Perhaps now ordinary people will 
wake up to some of the other 
problems facing this country and in 
this context I mean England. 


Uncontrolled immigration from the 
European Union has created a 
situation where we need to build 
200 houses a week for the 
foreseeable future just to 
accommodate the immigrant 
population. 

How they afford to buy them is 
another question. What I do know 
is that teachers, nurses, the police 
and other key workers in this 
country; the best they can hope for 
is a one bedroomed box in a high- 
density development. 

From my point of view we have 
had 60 years of failure from 
succeeding Labour and 
Conservative politicians. These 
politicians, in their desire to make 
us all equal have turned our towns, 
cities and villages into areas of 
alcohol-related battle zones. Excess 
drink and drugs are now accepted 
as part of our life. 

Schools over these years have 
staggered from one disaster to 
another with virtually no 
improvement in real terms. The 
numbers and quality of those 
leaving our universities is declining 
on an annual basis. Add to this the 
fact that pensioners in England are 
denied vital drugs and that their 
pensions are so pitiful that they 
could not afford to pay for them 
anyway and the biggest insult of all 


is that we have our military 
personnel in Afghanistan and Iraq 
with the distinct possibility that 
soon they will be in Syria and Iran 
being used as target practice. 

The last ten years we have 
suffered by the actions of a 
Scottish-dominated Government 
that has bled England almost dry. 
No doubt when the next election 
comes those that vote will turn out 
and vote for the very parties that 
have created this disaster. We 
really are a nation of fools to 
continually re-elect these so-called 
politicians. 

Mike Tibby 
Dartford 

All healthy views 

The IRP, the independent expert on 
NHS service change, has been 
asked by the Secretary of State for 
Health to carry out a review 
relating to contested proposals for 
changes to emergency and general 
orthopaedic and surgical services at 
Maidstone Hospital and the Kent 
and Sussex Hospital in Tunbridge 
Wells. 

As part of our review, we would 
like to hear from local people who 
feel that they have new information 
that was not submitted during the 
formal consultation process or 


believe that their voice has not 
been heard. Please contact us via 
the team at West Kent PCT by 
email at: civic.engagement@- 
westkentpct.nhs.uk or by calling 
01732 375 288. 

The referral to the IRP relates to 
the decision by West Kent PCT - 
following a joint consultation with 
Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells 
NHS Trust - to relocate emergency 
and general orthopaedic services 
and surgical services between 
Maidstone and Kent and Sussex 
Hospitals. 

Our review will look at whether 
the proposals will offer local people 
high quality, safe, sustainable and 
accessible healthcare services. 

Over the coming weeks, we will 
be undertaking a number of visits 
to the area to talk to patients, 
clinicians, local authority 
representatives, interest groups 
and people living and working in 
the area who believe they have new 
evidence that the IRP should 
consider. 

It is important that our reviews 
are open and accountable to local 
communities. We will therefore 
publish our conclusions on our 
website - www.irpanel.org.uk - 
once they have been considered by 
the Secretary of State for Health. 

Dr Peter Barrett CBE 
Chair, IRP 

Restaurant review 

I read with interest every Sunday 
your excellent review on 
restaurants around Kent, in 
particular, establishments in the 
Thanet area. 

Your article on Minster Tandoori 
was almost spot-on. Living in 
Minster I frequent the 
establishment on a regular basis. 


LETTERS C0NT ON P28 


ENTERTAINMENT FOR KENT 


That’s Entertainment - Great prices and availability for top London Theatre Tickets! 

As a valued reader of the Saturday Observer and Kent on Sunday, Entertainment for Kent is pleased to offer an exciting range of 
theatre offers for London’s West End! Take your pick from a great range of shows at discounted prices, and call the 

Entertainment for Kent BOOKING HOTLINE! 020 7434 7594 


Tkis peek’s unique offers 


Tkke-t - save up to £20 with Entertainment for Kent! 



m 





BOEING BOEING 

just £25.00 

Top Price Ticket worth £45.00 
- saving £20.00! 

Valid Monday to Friday 
Evenings, and Saturday 
Matinee 


FOOTLOOSE 

only £25.00 

Top Price Ticket worth £49.00 
- saving £24.00! 

Valid Monday to Thursday 
Evenings, and Friday Matinees 
until 1st December 


FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 

now £35.00 

Top Price Ticket worth £55.00 
- saving £20.00! 

Valid Monday to Friday Evenings, 
and Wednesday and Saturday 
Matinees until 20th October 


BUDDY - 

THE BUDDY HOLLY STORY 

only £32.50 

Top Price Ticket worth £55.00 
- saving £22.50! 

Valid Monday to Thursday Evenings, 
and Wednesday Matinee 



CABARET 

just £32.50 

Top Price Ticket worth £55.00 
- saving £22.50! 

Valid Monday to Friday 
Evenings, and Wednesday 
and Saturday Matinees until 
21st October 


KOS 

media 


Many other great theatre offers available - 
please ask at time of booking or look online at 

www.entertainmentforkent.eolts.co.uk 


Book now on 020 7434 7594 
The Entertainment for Kent BOOKING HOTLINE 

All offers subject to availability and change. Certain exclusions apply. 
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YOUR LETTERS 


East Kent's LARGEST GOLF Stockist 

26 Maynard Road Wincheap Estate 

CANTERBURY 
01227 470703 

SATNAV CT1 3RH 


SERVICE CENTRE 


KOS Media welcomes your comments and letters for publication. Please send correspondence to: Letters 
to the Editor, KOS Media, Apple Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

Alternatively fax them to: 01303 817002, or email them to editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. Please include your 
name and address, although these will be withheld in exceptional circumstances. Please also include a 
daytime telephone number for verification (this will not be published). We reserve the right to edit letters. 


admired people who stayed in Dover and 
although Ramsgate was part of‘Hellfire 
Comer’ she said they had a really bad time. 

Valerie Straw 
Kingsgate 

Burma has no oil 

The situation in Burma is yet another one 
which is being ignored by our so-called 
ethical foreign policy government. 

It seems that dictators and military 
thugs can get away with anything they 
want - as long as they don’t have oil. 

Whether it is Mugabe and his programme 
of ruining his country’s economy or the 
Burmese generals cutting down bystanders, 
journalists and monks, our government 
stands by making limp appeasement-style 
gestures and empty promises. 

Many people will parrot the “far away 
countries about which we know nothing” 
line used to such disastrous effect when 
the Allies allowed Hitler to walk in what 
was then Czechoslovakia. 

But if we can intervene in such places as 
Iraq and Afghanistan and maintain a long¬ 
term commitment to keeping troops there 
such an argument does not hold water. 

If a country wishes to act as a world 
policeman and tmmpets its backing of 
threatened persons across the globe, then 
that applies to all - not just those who 
supply the fuels and materials which keep 
this country going. 

Michael Hardy 
Tonbridge 

Let leaders govern 

With all this fuss being made about 
whether or not we should have a 
referendum on the new EU reform treaty, 

I can’t help but think that it is up to our 
elected leaders to govern, not the public. 

If we have a referendum on this issue or 
that issue, then people will demand one on 
every issue and our entire system of 
government will be undermined. 

It is true that the Labour government 
promised a referendum, wrongly in my 


opinion, on whether or not to sign up to the 
previous EU Constitution, but this is not the 
same document. 

With the opt-out clauses enshrined in it, the 
Government has decided that such a vote is 
not necessary. That is their job; we elected 
them to make decisions on our behalf. 

Any referendum on any matter relating to 
the EU will become a referendum on our 
place in Europe. That is not the same thing. 

We may soon have an opportunity to elect a 
new Government, that is our role in the 
democratic process. If you don’t want to be a 
part of Europe, use your ballot to endorse a 
party that will pull us out. The fact that the 
only parties that think this is a wise issue to 
campaign are on the lunatic fringes should 
speak for itself. 

James Thorpe, Canterbury 

Save our Post Office 

As the owner of a small business I run from 
my home I am growing increasingly 
concerned about the proposals to close one in 
five Post Offices around the county. 

For people living in small communities, 
local branches are vital for communication. 
Without one near me I do not know what I 
would do about admin related to my 
business. It is only a walk away and I fear if 
it shuts I will have to travel a long way. 

It is also great to get out of the house and 
there is a real sense of community 
surrounding the post office. 

I often see elderly residents and stop to 
chat, sometimes even extending the meeting 
to a cup of coffee at an acquaintance’s home. 
This is the essence of friendly community life 
I fear will be lost if the post office is shut. 

Along with other users of the post office we 
are backing Kent County Council’s campaign 
to save the post offices but I often doubt how 
much good it will do as I believe many will be 
forced to close down despite protest. 

I would urge others to join in the 
campaign. As it says, ‘use it or lose it’ to stand 
up for the elderly and disabled people who 
will be most disadvantaged if branches, 
especially rural ones, are forced to shut. 

P Harris, Tunbridge Wells 
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Over the years I have got to know the 
family and they regularly create dishes for 
me that are not on the menu, how refreshing. 
Having friends in the East End of London I 
eat in the home of Tandoori land, Brick Lane 
possibly once a month. My friends who visit 
me from London and eat at Minster Tandoori 
rate it as the best available in Kent. 

In the review by Jon Coates on September 
23 he was reporting on a Thai restaurant in 
Sevenoaks. This has pushed me to tell you 
about a Thai restaurant in Thanet, which is 


the jewel in the crown. It is called The Bangkok, 
in Prices Road, Margate (off Northdown Road). 

We have a lot of pretend Thai restaurants in 
Thanet, but the Bangkok is the real deal. Small, 
bring your own tipple, no lunches and only open 
Tuesday through Saturday. 

I have eaten Thai around the country and 
around the world. This restaurant I would put 
in my top five authentic restaurants in the UK. 

Keep up the good reporting, exposing the 
restaurants which neither give authentic cuisine 
nor consider standard of service as a priority. 

Malcolm J Farley 
Minster 

Bomb 
memories 

I read with interest 
your article about 
Dover being shelled 
in World War Two. 

My father and 
mother stayed in 
Ramsgate 
throughout the war. 
Ramsgate was 
shelled (not as much 
as Dover). My 
mother found the 
shelling very 
upsetting as there 
was no prior 
warning, unlike 
doodlebugs and air¬ 
raids, you were not 
forewarned. 

My mother always 


FORT AMHERST. CHATHAmA 
26th, 27th, 28th, 29tt, 30th and 31st October 
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f Paranormal Search with Roy Roberts 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES 
AND DEATHS 

Including family announcements 
In partnership with the Kent registration service 


To register Births, Marriages and Deaths contact the Kent registration service on 0845 824 7400 

For advertising announcement enquiries telephone Kent on Sunday on 01303 817150 


BIRTHS 

BARBELL 

Lisa and Dennis of 
Wingham are 
delighted to 
announce the birth 
of their second son, 
Ethan Dennis, on 
13th September 2007 
weighing 71b 12oz. 

A new brother for 
Kai. 

BARTOLO 

Peter and 
Charmaine of 
Aylesham are 
pleased to announce 
the arrival of their 
daughter Lacey who 
was born on 
11th September 2007 
and weighed 
61b 15oz. Thanks to 
all our family for 
their help and 
support. 

BENSON 

Dave and Donna 
Benson celebrate the 
birth of their 
daughter Charisse 
Shardai Ann Benson. 
Bom 5th September 
2007. Weight 61b 2oz. 
Little sister to Euan. 
You are the miracle 
who we will love and 
treasure forever. 

BRADLEY 

Angus and Molly are 
delighted to 
announce the arrival 
of their daughter 
Maisie Ann Devas 
Bradley on the 
14th August 2007 
at the QEQM 
Hospital. 

BRISK 

Giselle would like to 
say "Hello" to the 
world, she was born 
on 29th August 2007. 
The proud parents 
are Alex and 
Francine Brisk of 
Canterbury. 

BURGESS 

Alastair and Elaine 
are pleased to 
announce the arrival 
of their daughter 
Evie Louise on the 
3rd September 2007 

CARDWELL 

Amanda and Robert 
of Ramsgate are 
delighted to 
announce the birth 
of their daughter 
Rebecca Jean, born 
on 17th September 
2007 at QEQM, 
Margate. 

CHIOATO E 
CARVALHO 

Carlos and Edina of 
Canterbury are 
delighted to 
announce the birth 
of their son, Arthur 
Ermindo, on 9th 
September 2007. 


CURRY 

Claire O’Donnell and 
Tim Curry would 
like to announce the 
birth of their 
gorgeous son Dylan 
Curry. Bom 
11th September 
2007. 

DAWSON 

Kayley and Matthew 
Dawson are proud to 
announce the birth 
of their daughter 
Imogen Evelyn 
Dawson on the 
20th September 
2007. 

DEKKER 

Philip and Louise of 
Whitstable are 
delighted to 
announce the birth 
of their beautiful 
daughter Amelie 
Rose on 17th 
September 2007. 
First grand daughter 
to Gordon and Liz 
and Anne and Ken. 

DUCK 

Simon and Angela of 
Dover are pleased to 
announce the birth 
of their daughter 
Kelsey Louise, bom 
on 15th September 
2007, weighing 
61b 8oz. 

FANTETTI 

Justin and Carol of 
Herne Bay are 
pleased to announce 
the arrival of 
William Thomas 
bom on 13th 
September 2007. 

FINLAYSON 

Callum and Sophie 
would like to 
announce the birth 
of their daughter 
Jemima Poppy on 
the 10th of 
September 2007 

GAMBLE 

Claire and Neil 
Gamble of East 
Mailing celebrate the 
birth of their 
daughter Grace Mae 
Gamble on 
11th September 
2007, weighing 
71b 13oz. 

GILL 

Paul and Lauren of 
Faversham are 
pleased to announce 
the birth of their 
daughter, Faye Iris, 
on 14th September 
2007 weighing 
81b 3oz. 

HARRIS 

Wayne Harris and 
Leigh Davis are 
pleased to announce 
the arrival of their 
daughter Freya 
Harris at the QEQM 
Hospital on the 
8th September 2007. 


HARRIS 

James and Natalie 
Harris of Maidstone 
celebrate the birth of 
their twin sons, Ben 
Peter and Luka 
Thomas. Brothers to 
Ethan. 

HARRIS 

Wayne Harris and 
Leigh Davis are 
pleased to announce 
the arrival of their 
daughter Freya 
Harris at the QEQM 
Hospital on the 
8th September 2007. 

HATTON 

Elizabeth Laura bom 
to David and Victoria 
of Wickhambreaux 
on 31st August 2007 
weighing 81b lOoz. 
First grandaughter 
for Ray and Hazel 
and Janet and 
Walter. 

JARVIS 

Riley born on 
7th September 2007, 
weighing 91b 14oz. 
Daughter to Natasha 
Jarvis and Daniel 
Edwards in 
Maidstone. 

JONES 

Tate Devon born on 
8th September 2007, 
weighing 81bs 8oz. 
Son to Simone and 
William Jones and 
brother to Mackenzie 
of Ditton. 

KINGON-ROUSE 

Anna and Mark 
celebrate the birth of 
their daughter Jodi 
on 24th August 
2007.Sister to 
Nathaniel and 
Charlotte. 

KIRK 

David and Cara 
celebrate the birth of 
their daughter Jodie 
Danielle on 11th 
September 2007. 

LAMBETH 

Tammy and Steven 
celebrate the birth of 
their son Cameron 
Steven Lambeth on 
16th September 
2007. 

LE GRANGE 

Paul and Anna of 
Faversham are 
proud to announce 
the birth of their 
son,Noah Christian 
Le Grange, who was 
bom at home on 
15th September 
2007. 

LEESE 

Kate and Saul 
celebrate the birth of 
their daughter Mary 
Evelyne Claudia on 
22nd September 
2007. A beautiful 
sister for Hazel 
Rebecca. 


MANN 

Debbie and Tony of 
Heme Bay are the 
proud parents of 
little Alfie Martyn 
Mann. Alfie was bom 
on 30th August 2007 
and weighed 61b. 

MARTIN 

Paula and Phil 
celebrate the birth of 
their son Kai on 
6th September 2007. 
Brother to Charlotte 
and Luke. 

McCORMICK 

Kirsty and Callum of 
Broadstairs are 
delighted to 
announce the birth 
of their daughter 
Carly Belle, born on 
17 September 2007 
at QEQM. Sister to 
Jessica Jayne. 

MEARS 

Stuart and Liz of 
Canterbury are 
delighted and proud 
to announce the birth 
of their beautiful 
daughter, Sophie 
Verna Mears, on 
13th September 2007 
weighing 71b 7oz. 

NEWMAN 

Jon and Rachel of 
Whitstable are 
delighted to 
announce the birth 
of their daughter, 
Bethan Gwen, on 
5th September 2007. 

NOAKES 

Dylan Reece born on 
8th September 2007, 
weighing 71b lloz. 
Son to Shaun and 
Claire Noakes in 
Ashford. 

PARKER 

Tegan Louise born 
on 10th September 
2007,weighing 
81b 9oz.Daughter to 
Kyle and Stephanie 
in Margate. 

PEAK 

Sharon and Antt of 
Heme Bay are 
pleased to announce 
the arrival of Grace 
Elizabeth Peak on 
18th September 2007 
weighing 61b lOoz. A 
little sister for Luke. 

PEPPER 

Lee and Nicola of 
Heme Bay are proud 
to announce the 
birth of their 
daughter, Mia Lilly, 
on 22nd September 
2007. 

PERRISS 

Andy and Kelly of 
Faversham are very 
proud to announce 
the birth of their 
daughter, Sophie 
Louise, on 15th 
September 2007 
weighing 71b 9oz. 


PICCIOLA 

Massimo and 
Germana are 
delighted to 
announce the arrival 
of their beautiful 
daughter Martina, a 
sister for Cristian. 
Martina was bom 
on the 10th 
September 2007 at 
Darent Valley 
Hospital. Martina 
weighed 3.044kg and 
was bom at 
12.43pm. 

RAPLEY 

Simon and Michayla 
Rapley are pleased to 
announce the arrival 
of their son Kyden 
Rapley on the 
12th September 
2007. 

RODELL-JONES 

Grace born on 
14th September 
2007, weighing 
61b 7oz. Daughter to 
Ben and Jo Rodell- 
Jones in Maidstone 

ROURKE 

Geoff and Joy of 
Capel-le-Ferne are 
pleased to announce 
the birth of their 
daughter Kathleen 
May on 10th August 
2007, weighing 
71bs 15oz. A Sister 
for Adam and 
Granddaughter for 
Shirley and David 
Gearing. 

SAUNDERS 

Kenneth and Gillian 
of Wingham are 
delighted to 
announce the 
birth of their son, 
Ruari Cohn, on 
6th September 2007. 

SMITH 

Jennifer and 
Michael are 
delighted to 
announce the birth 
of their son Jamie 
Michael, bom on 
13th September 2007 
in Margate. Brother 
for Chloe. 

SMITH 

Mollie Rose born 
on 15 September 
2007, weighing 
81bs. Daughter to 
Warren and 
Jacqueline Smith 
in Maidstone. 

STIRRUPS 

Joshua-James was 
born at William 
Harvey Hospital 
on 19th September 
2007 weighing 
71b lloz to proud 
parents Shaun 
and Chloe of 
Sturry. 

TOLLERTON 

Leah and Carl 
celebrate the birth of 
their son Riley 
Jenson Eugene on 
17th September 
2007. Brother to 
Scarlett and Tia. 

TURPIN 

George Alexander 
Peter Turpin born 
16th September 2007 
weighing 71b 6oz 
son to Mel and 
Suzanne Turpin 
and brother to 
Natalie. 


UNSWORTH 

Keagan-John Mark 
Paul bom on 
21st August 2007, 
weighing 61b lloz. 
Son to Jamie 
Unsworth and 
Kerry-Anne Hayton 
and brother to 
Lainee-Marree of 
Maidstone. 

WHITEHEAD 

Ashley and Rachel of 
Hersden are very 
proud to announce 
the birth of their 
second son, Noah 
Jensen, on 10th 
September 2007. 

A new baby brother 
for Ethan. 

WILKINSON 

David and Zara of 
Heme Bay are 
proud to announce 
the birth of their 
second son Jack Eric 
David Wilkinson, 
born on 3rd August 
2007. A new baby 
brother for Owen. 

WRIGHT 

Mark and Rowan 
of Faversham are 
very pleased to 
announce the birth 
of their second son, 
Samuel James, on 
12th September 
2007. A new brother 
for Kyle. 

YOUNG 

Lucy Isabel born 
on 18th September 
2007, weighing 
81b lOoz. Daughter 
to Simon and 
Marcia Young in 
Ashford. 


DEATHS 

AKERS 

Danny Akers - Its so 
hard to say goodbye. 

AUSTIN 

Gerry Austin of 
Chartham passed 
away peacefully at 
home on 18th 
September 2007. 
Husband of Diane 
and father to Simon 
and Karen.Funeral 
to be held at Barham 
Crematorium on 
Monday October 
1st at 12.40pm. 
Flowers to CW Lyons 
and Sons, 

Canterbury. 

BAKER 

Sharon Louise 
Baker of Canterbury 
passed away 
peacefully at 
The Pilgrims 
Hospice, Canterbury 
on 21st September 
2007. A much loved 
wife and mum 
who will be very 
sadly missed. The 
funeral will be 
held at Canterbury 
Cemetery on 
Tuesday 2nd October 
at 2pm. 

BUTTERY 

Joan Pauline Buttery 
of Canterbury 
died peacefully on 
Sunday 23rd 
September 2007. 

A much loved aunt 
and friend to many 
who will be sadly 
missed. 


CROSS 

Bill Cross of River, 
Dover died on 19th 
September 2007 
aged 82 years. He 
will be sadly missed 
by all. Funeral 
enquiries to 
W J Farrier Ltd 
01304 201665. 

CURRIE 

Colin Currie of 
Folkestone, passed 
away peacefully at 
the William Harvey 
Hospital on 21st 
September 2007. 
Much loved Husband, 
Dad and Grandad. 
Sadly missed by all. 

GILPIN 

Betty (Mary 
Elizabeth) Gilpin of 
Canterbury passed 
away peacefully at 
the age of 102 on 
23rd September 
2007. Much loved 
mum of Joan and 
Doreen, son in laws 
John and Michael. 
Grandchildren 
Carolyn, Diane and 
Christopher and 
great grandchildren 
Sam, Lucy and 
Harvey. Service to 
celebrate her life at 
the Baptist Church, 
Canterbury on 
4th October 2007 at 
2.30pm. All friends 
very welcome. 

GRIGGS 

Reginald Sydney 
Griggs of Canterbury 
passed away 
suddenly on 14th 
September 2007. 
Funeral to be held 
at Barham 
Crematorium on 
Friday 5th October 
at 12 noon. 

HENDY 

Sidney Hendy an 
exceptional man 
passed away 
suddenly on the 17th 
September 2007. He 
will be sadly missed 
by June and all his 
family and friends. 

ISLES 

Lottie Isles ( 
Charlotte Ellen) 
formerly of Sheppey, 
died at Harbledown 
Lodge, Canterbury 
on 16th September 
2007. For funeral 
details please contact 
Hogben and Sons 
01795 580321. 

MARSH 

Herbert (Peter) 
Marsh of Folkestone, 
much loved husband, 
father, grandfather 
and great 

grandfather passed 
away on the 
20th September 
2007. Love you lots 
xx. Donations to 
Age Concern at 
Chittendens Funeral 
Care, 1 Ingoldsby 
Road Folkestone 
CT19 6JJ. 

MATTOCKS 

Hilda Mattocks of 
Sittingbourne passed 
away peacefully at 
home on 16th 
September 2007. A 
loving mum and 
grandma who will be 
very sadly missed. 


NEWLYN 

Bob Newlyn of 
Canterbury died 
on 21st September 
2007. Funeral 
enquiries to 
CW Lyons and Sons 
01227 463508. 

SAGE 

Peter John Sage 
of East Farleigh 
died peacefully 
in his sleep after 
a long illness on 
15th September 
2007. 

WELLS 

Brian of Sturry 
sadly passed away 
13th September 
2007. Cremation 
took place on 
28th September. 
Sadly missed by 
family and all his 
friends. 

WENHAM 

The funeral of Ellen 
Nellie Wenham 
will be held at 
16:00 on 4th October 
at Barham 
Crematorium. 

Family flowers only. 
Donations to the 
British Stroke 
Association do 
Dilnott Smith, 

183 Gladstone 
Road, Deal, Kent, 

Tel 01304 380914. 

WILLS 

William Henry (Bill) 
of Ashford, passed 
away on 24th 
September 2007. 

Will be sadly missed 
by Ian, Colin, 
Grandchildren and 
all the family. 
Enquiries to 
Earl and Co 
01233 620522. 

WRAIGHT 

Phyllis nee Soutan 
Passed away 
September 21 2007 
aged 84. Dearly 
loved mum to Wendy 
and Gill. Mother-in- 
Law to John and 
Mick, dear Nan to 
Ryan, Danny, 
Stephen and Paije. 
Reunited with 
Lionel. Funeral to be 
held at Barham 
Crematorium 
Thursday October 
4th at noon. Family 
Flowers only, 
donations to Pilgrims 
Hospice. 


MARRIAGES 

MISS CHYBALA 
AND 

MR JENNER 

Joanna and Andrew 
of Nottingham were 
married at 
Wellington House, 
Canterbury on 
27th September 
2007. The groom 
was bom and 
raised in Canterbury 
and returned home 
for his wedding. 

The bride was 
bom in Poland 
and was delighted 
that her father was 
able to fly in from 
Poland and proudly 
give his daughter 
away. 
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Fun scheme for 
teens unable to 
fin d employment 

SCHOOL leavers who have been unable to get 
a job can turn to a new scheme which will help 
make it easier. 

Connexions Activity Contract is open to 16 
and 17-year-olds who have been out of work 
for 20 weeks and are not receiving benefits. 

The Kent-wide campaign has just started 
promoting itself, yet the sign-up has already 
been a success. 

Participants are paid £20 a week to be 
involved in a programme of activities for up to 
20 weeks. 

They work with a Connexions personal 
adviser, embarking on a flexible range of activ¬ 
ities including learning job-seeking tech¬ 
niques, getting work experience, improving 
reading, writing and number skills and devel¬ 
oping confidence. To ensure young people see it 
as an enjoyable experience, there’s an empha¬ 
sis on doing sport and other fun activities. 

Louise Beck, from Connexions Kent and 
Medway, said: ‘We have had an excellent 
response to the campaign. It was particularly 
successful in generating inquiries from target 
areas like Dover, Folkestone, Gravesend and 
Dartford. We are now talking to applicants 
and have already signed up a number of 
youngsters to the programme. 

“Activity Agreements are all about helping 
young people get into work or training and we 
are pleased with the response to this cam¬ 
paign.” 
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E-learning to help 
social care workers 


By CHRIS MURPHY 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

HEALTH and social care workers 
need constant updating on new 
learning techniques, and a pair of 
university academics have 
devised a new system. 

Alisoun Milne and Joanne Warner are both 
senior lecturers in the University of Kent’s 
School of Social Policy, Sociology and Social 
Research. 

They were commissioned by the Social Care 
Institute for Excellence (SCIE), which was set 
up by the Government in 2001 to improve 
social care services for adults and children. 

Working alongside a team of IT profession¬ 
als, the pair created a series of e-learning 
materials, under the title of An Introduction 
to the Mental Health of Older People and it’s 
available to anyone who has registered on the 
SCIE website. 

It makes use of video, quizzes, games, pic¬ 
tures, audio clips and graphics to make les¬ 
sons truly interactive for social care workers, 
who can tap into the material at any time and 
learn at a speed that suits them. 

Mrs Milne said the team wants to present 
sometimes complex and multi-dimensional 



material to workers in a fun, flexible and 
engaging way. 

She said: “People learn in different ways, 
and e-leaming gives people the chance to try 
different things for themselves. 

“The challenge for us was to present the 
material on mental health for older people in 
a visually appealing and accurate way. 


“Our aim was to provide a fully interactive 
learning experience and one which is as 
interesting and relevant as possible for the 
user.” 

The scheme is not a replacement for any¬ 
thing, but rather a complement programme. 

She said: “The word I would use for the 
material is ‘friendly’. It’s no substitute for 
more formal training, but it should comple¬ 
ment it and act as a way in for exploring new 
subjects within social care.” 

Allan Bowman, chairman of SCIE, said: 
“People who work in social care often have 
demanding and unpredictable workloads and 
so, understandably, want to learn about good 
practice at a time and place that suits them. 

“The use of the web and e-learning is an 
ideal way for social care workers and stu¬ 
dents to update their professional knowledge, 
learn interactively and improve their technol¬ 
ogy skills and confidence. 

“Employers can also benefit from reduced 
training and operation costs, and improved 
workforce effectiveness.” 

The project will be showcased at the 
National Children and Adult Services 
Conference, in Bournemouth next month. It 
is Britain’s largest annual event for children’s 
services and adult care. 
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Games gold medal haul for 
organ transplant student 


HAVING a kidney transplant has not 
slowed a Kent university student who has 
just scooped a handful of medals at the 
World Transplant Games. 

Bio science and medical physiology stu¬ 
dent George Newman picked up four golds 
and two silvers at the games in Thailand. 

Mr Newman, from Eltham, said Team GB 
dominated the pool events. 

He took top honours in the 100 metres 
breaststroke, 50 metres breaststroke, men’s 
freestyle relay and men’s medley relay. His 
skills in the water mean he has broken his 
record from Canada two years ago when he 
took three golds, and he is now looking for¬ 
ward to Australia in 2009. 

Welcoming 

Not happy with just wining, the 19-year- 
old smashed the world record as part of the 
team in the men’s medley relay. 

He said: “It was really enjoyable and 
Thailand was much different from other 
parts of the world I have visited. The Thai 
people were incredibly welcoming despite 
signs of evident poverty.” 

The Greenwich Borough Mariner 
Swimming Club member had a kidney 


transplant in 1988 having experienced dif¬ 
ficulties from birth. 

The transplant was not going too well at 
first, but a change in his treatment medi¬ 
cine changed his would-be vet’s life, and he 
now trains once a day all week, plus there 
is plenty of working out in the gym. 

Just to make life a little harder than it 
already was, Newman broke his hand just 
before leaving for the Games. 

He said: “Swimming has given me some 
fantastic opportunities to explore the world 
and meet many new people. I hope to be 
able to continue as it’s a real honour to rep¬ 
resent your country on the world stage. 

“For me and all the athletes we require 
sponsorship and have to undertake a lot of 
fund-raising but I am already really looking 
forward to 2009 and a chance to do even 
better Down Under.” 

Dr Stuart Ashenden, the University of 
Greenwich’s director of academic planning, 
Medway, said: “George is an outstanding 
example to all and deserves every bit of suc¬ 
cess which has come about through sheer 
will, hard work and determination.” 

Anyone wishing to sponsor Mr Newman 
can email kidneyswimmer@hotmail.com. 


A 20-YEAR-OLD from Margate has become 
the 5,000th Skills Plus learner at the Kent 
Adult Education Service. 

James Smith has completed his Level Two 
Literacy certificate at the town’s centre and is 
now a health and social care worker at the 
Claremont Care Home for the elderly. 

He needed better skills to move up the 
career ladder, and turned to the adult educa¬ 
tion system. 

He said: “A friend told me about Skills Plus 
and I decided to give it a go and went along to 
the centre. 

“I had an initial test to assess my level of 
ability and now I have completed the course 
and have my level two certificate.” 

Fund raising 

The free Skills Plus initiative used to have 
just one centre in Sittingboume, but its success 
has really taken off. There are now 11 in Kent. 

It aims to help students improve their 
English and maths which can in turn assist 
their career prospects or lead to further study. 

Or it’s just useful for parents to help them 
help their children with homework. 

After an initial discussion with a tutor, stu¬ 
dents create their own study schedule and 
classes are organised during the day and 
evening in order to fit around other commit¬ 
ments and family life. 
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• Accountancy 

• Education, Teacher, School 

• Insurance, Banking, Finance 

• Administration, Secretarial, PA 

• Engineering, Manufacturing, Utilities 

• Legal 

• Agriculture, Forestry, Environment 

• Estate Agency, Property 

• Leisure, Tourism, Travel 

• Art and Design 

• Graduate, Trainees 

• Management Consultancy 

• Catering, Hospitality 

• Health and Safety, Security, Defence 

• Management, Senior Positions 

• Construction, Architecture, Surveyors 

• HR, Recruitment 

• Marketing, Advertising 

• Customer Service, Call Centre 

• Industrial, Warehouse, Factory 

• Motor Trade, Driver 

• Domestic 

• IT, Internet, Telecoms 

• Not for Profit, Charities 


50-52 


• Nursing, Medicine, Care Work 

• Other 

• Print, Packaging, Distribution 

• PR, Media, Journalism 

• Public Sector, Social Services 

• Retail, Wholesale, Sales 

• Scientific and Pharmaceutical, Research 

• Transport, Logistics, Aviation 
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Brambles Care Home 

Senior Care Support Worker 

1 Day post & 1 Night post 

To assist older people to maintain independence 38 hours per week. 

NVQ 2 or equivalent/experience required. 

Contact Kevin or Sheila for details 

Tel: ASHFORD 01233 813217 


Experienced Telesales people 

Full and Part time for rapidly expanding company 
Based at Ashford or Folkestone offices 
Flexible hours to suit 

Basic + commission + bonus 

Call 07984 542363 or 0845 603 1926 
Email: john@assetplc.com 



Marden Dental Surgery 
requires an Experienced/Qualified 

DENTAL 

NURSE 

Immediate start. Good rates of 
pay Please call 07860 560051 
or 01622 831556 (day) 

Or email 

mardentsurg@btopenworld.com 

www.mardendentalsurgery.com 


A2 CABS LTD 

Full & Part Time 

TAXI DRIVER'S 

Required 

Please contact 

Elaine 

01795 431500 


20X REMOVALS PORTERS' 

required for 

ONGOING WORK IN DARTFORD 

B months, experience preferred, EGood. 

Call Gemma 

l 0208 59-7 9977 j 


The smart way to find your next job 

JobsforKent.co.uk 
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Recruit"'®''' 


LATEST 

VACANCIES 


LEGAL SECRETARY £16K 

With conveyancing experience - Medway 

TECHNICAL SALES ADVISOR £16K 
With motor trade experience - Maidstone 


ITALIAN SPEAKING 

Co-ordinator - Maidstone 

PAYROLL ADMINISTRATOR 

Experience essential - Maidstone 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER 

Must have experience - Maidstone 


£16K 


£20K 


£20K 

+Bonus 


FOR IN DEPTH DETAILS CALL 
01233 622955 
OR EMAIL 

vacancies@carouseliobs.com 


LENLEJS 


FURNITURE & BEDS 
CONSULTANT 

Do you have an interest in furniture and 
interior design combined with a natural 
ability to communicate ? 

We have a vacancy for a furniture consultant, 
full time inc. Saturdays and some Sundays./ 
Bank holidays. On going product training will 
be provided to enable you to give the best 
possible advice needed when offering top 
quality furniture. 

You will be working as a member of a team, in 
which ability is well rewarded and where there is 
every opportunity for advancement. 

Some experience of furniture and / or beds 
would be an advantage. 

Please send c.v. for the attention of 
Rob Blockley. Lenleys. 

25 -34 Roper Road, Canterbury. CT2 7EL. 

Or e.mail. robblockley@lenleys.co.uk 


BRADSTOWE LODGE 
CARE HOME 

Requires 

RMA Qualified (or working towards) 

Manager 

Previous management experience necessary 
Salary/hours to be negotiated. 

Apply with CY to 

Mr D Bumpstead (Co-ordinator KOPHS Ltd) 
22 Victoria Parade, Broadstairs, Kent CT10 1QL 
Closing date Monday 15th October 


London Salary without the commute! 

Work/life balance - Get your life back while 
earning fantastic money!!! 

£14k Basic + Commission (£21K OTE uncapped) 
Amazing incentives including trips abroad, top 
earners earn up to £50K 

Call Performance have exciting opportunities at the 
Gravesend office, for highly motivated individuals who 
want to succeed in a corporate sales environment. 

We have developed a strong working relationship with 
our client Pitney Bowes and you will become part of the 
successful team working on their business. 

You will need to achieve a personal deal target calling 
new businesses on behalf of the client. Full training, 
data and back up is provided by Pitney Bowes. 

To be successful in this role it is essential that you have 
strong communication skills and the drive to succeed in 
a target driven environment. We offer ongoing career 
prospects to all employees and a great working 
environment. 

To apply, please call 01474 574347/01474 574367 or 
send your CV to sales@callperformance.co.uk 



Experienced Drivers/Porters 
Required: Maidstone 

We are a specialist transport and delivery 
company providing our services to the Corporate 
and Domestic market place in the U.K. and 
Europe. We are looking for Class 1 HGV and 2 
Drivers (Cat C) to work a variety of shifts. 

For more information and an informal chat contact: 
Chrissie Richards/Karl Jenkins 
Tel: 01622 688144 

The Talking Truck Company 
Unit 4 Granville House, Granville Road, Maidstone 
Kent ME14 2BJ Fax 0870 0271819 
Email: enquiries@talkingtruck.co.uk 
www.talkingtruck.co.uk 


Telesales/Customer Service Advisor 

Required 

For Estate Agents in Hythe 
3 hours per day, flexible hours to suit. 

To apply please contact Mark on 01303 268488 
Or email mark@ivdoroDerv. com 
Send CV’s to JVD Properties, 

18d Prospect Road, Hythe, Kent CT21 5NH 


Invicta has the following vacancies 

Experienced Timber 
Cross Cut Sawyer 

Experienced Forklift Driver 
Pallet Makers 
Please ring 01634 382000 


O’Connell’s Drywall 
Contractors Ltd 

We have secured many contracts around the Kent 
area and require new tradesmen to join our team of 
highly motivated operatives: 

• Tackers • MF Ceiling fixers 

• Stickers (Dot & Dab) 

• Metal Studders 

• Jointers (Hand & Machine) 

• Making Good 

You will be required to supply your own tools and 
generators. 

Experienced tradesmen need only apply. 

Good rates of pay to local tradesmen. 

Please contact us on 01634-263121 | ■ V 

Local work for local tradesmen 



Find a job online 


Register your details and we'll email you daily with 
new jobs that match your selected criteria 


JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 


Full-time bi-lingual (French/English) 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

required for a small office in Ashford 

Computer literate and attention to detail 
essential. Tasks include order processing, 
liaison with suppliers, translations, filing. 

For more information please call 01233 650 954 
or e-mail contact@bmwines.co.uk 
Start date: ASAP 


PLUMBERS/MAINTENANCE ENGINEERS 

Qualified experienced plumbers and 
maintenance engineers required in the 
Medway and Maidstone areas. Earning 
potential £30k plus. Shift work will 
required and a reasonable knowledge 
of the area is essential. 

Please contact: Kevin Wyley, Pro Plumbing Kent Ltd, 

PO BOX 492, Chatham, Kent, ME5 9XX 
Tel: 01634 682011 • Fax: 01634 682019 
Email: proplumbkent@aol.com • www.proplumbingkent.co.uk 


AL0/\^ 

* FLOORING LTD ' 

FLOOR LAYERS REQUIRED 

for Sheet vinyl,Carpets, Carpet 
tiles,Woods, Laminates etc. 

Only experienced people need apply. 

For more information contact Mike on 01634 200909 
Avalone Flooring Ltd 

Unit 17K Altbarn Industrial Estate, Revenge Road, 
Lordswood, Chatham, ME5 8UD 
Fax: 01634 200912 • E-mail: avaloneflooring@aol.com 


ALL BODYSHOP STAFF REQUIRED 

FOR LOCAL ACCIDENT REPAIR BUSINESS IN ALL SKILLS: 

■ STRIPPER/FITTER - CAR CLEANER 

- PANEL BEATER - ESTIMATOR 

- PREPPER - DRIVER 

- PAINTERS - RECEPTIONIST 

Apply by CV or call for interview 
Paul Goddard/Gary Gregory 01795 842513 

Ransom’s Breach Lane, Newington, 

Nr Sittingbourne, 

Established 1945 Kent ME9 7PE 


Minority & Ethnic Carers Supported by 

Support Worker. 

The Princess Royal Trust 

forCarers £20,842 per annum 

37 Hours per week 
(Funded for 5 years - 10 hours funding to be secured years 2-5) 

The post holder will have a key role in developing the existing service 
for unpaid carers at the Medway Carers Centre and will contribute to 
ensuring our services are accessible and relevant to the needs of users 
and community groups from minority and ethnic backgrounds; both 
individually and in groups. 

To identify new unpaid carers from the minority and ethnic 
communities in Medway; as well as develop new partnerships in 
delivering support to this group. 

Any person applying for this post will need to speak & understand 
Punjabi and Hindi. 

The Princess Royal Trust Medway Carers Centre is committed to 
Equal Opportunities. 

Section 5(1) and 5(2) (d) of the Race Relations Act 1976 applies 

The Princess Royal Trust Medway Carers Centre aiming to improve the 
experience of Black and Minority Ethnic Communities who use their 

services. 

For more information and an application pack please call: 
Bobbie Taiano, Centre Manager on 01634 577340 or write to 
The Princess Royal Trust, Medway Carers Centre, 

3 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, Kent ME7 5TP 
Or Email Medwaycarers@aol.com 
Closing date 26th October 2007 




To advertise 
in this section 


01303 
817040 


Henderstone Require 

STONEMASON / 
GRANITE FITTER 

Working from CoxHeath, 
must be reliable and 
hard working, good 
rates of pay for the 
right candidate. 

tel 07809 827635 

mail 

info@henderstone.co.uk 


DIRECT 

SALESPEOPLE: 

Company car, qualified 
appointments and over 20% 
commission and bonus. 

Do you want £1,000 per deal 
and over £80,000 a year? 

Tel: 0800 526486 or 
0800 7836930. nc 

Quote Ref: 39-032-3 















































32 


jobsforkent.co.uk 


To advertise telephone 01303 817040 


Week ending September 30, 2007 


IT & Technical Support 

Permanent Position - 38.75 hrs Mon-Fri 


r 


Good Customer Skills? 
Experience of Technical Support? 
In-House IT maintenance Skills? 


Salary: £16,500 - £17,500 dependant on experience & abilities. 

Position primarily involves supporting our Customers with 
technical support for our range of Audio Visual products 
via the phone. Product specific training will be given. The 
role also includes in-house IT support and maintenance. 

For further details and an application form contact: 

Amanda Mallett: TV One Ltd. Unit V. 

Continental Approach. Westwood Ind Estate. Margate. Kent CT9 4JG 
Tel: 01843 873300 Fax: 01843 873301 
recruit.europe@tvone.com www.tvone.co.uk 



Established in February 1995 
covering temporary, permanent 
& contract personnel within South 
East London, North & West Kent 

Sectors: Office, Secretarial, 
Banking & Finance, 
Customer Service, Sales, 
Human Resources & Marketing 

jobfInders 

Recruitment Consultants Limited 

200-202 High Street 
Bromley Kent BR1 1PW 
jobs@jobfinders.co.uk 

www.jobfinders.co.uk 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 


01303 

817040 


"piwick 


Looking for an 
exciting career? 

We have a full time opportunity for an enthusiastic 
Manager for our Fine Fragrance Department. 

For this challenging role, you will require sales and 
customer service skills with a passion for retailing, a 
professional approach and the ability to lead a sales team. 

Please send your CV to: 

Marion Hoile, Personnel Manager, Fenwick Limited, 
St. George's Street, Canterbury, Kent. CT1 2TB or 
e-mail marionhoile@fenwick.co.uk 



© Magnox South 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT DUNGENESS TV 


A number of exciting opportunities have arisen at Dungeness 'A' Site since the Site completed 40 years of safe electricity 
generation and a successful shutdown at the end of December 2006.The Site now faces its biggest challenge as it enters into 
the Decommissioning phase to ensure a safe and secure future.This new phase of activity is creating opportunities for dedicated 
professionals with a passion for the environment to support our operations and project delivery. 

Site Director's PA £21-28k 

Vacancy No: DA/4442/07 

Key duties include the provision of a confidential secretarial and administrative function for the Site Director, assisting with 
confidential mail, arranging meetings, accommodation and travel, minute taking, organising itineraries for visitors and helping 
to co-ordinate resources. Applicants should have experience in a secretarial role and hold an RSA II and III Typing qualification. 
Private Secretary's Certificate or an equivalent Secretarial qualification with knowledge and experience of Microsoft Word and 
Excel. Shorthand is essential. 


Maintenance Technicians £21-28k 

Vacancy No: DA/4446A/07 (Mechanical) DA/4446B/07 (Electrical) 

Mechanical: responsible for the maintenance and repair of pumps, values and heavy mechanical plant. Machining experience 
would be an advantage. 

Electrical: responsible for the routine maintenance of transformers and associated MV/HV switchgear; repair of medium voltage 
AC and DC motors and associated control equipment. Applicants should have experience of fault finding and defect repair on a 
wide range of low/medium voltage control and alarm systems. 

Applicants must have good experience within an Engineering environment, and possess a relevant engineering/ craft 
qualification to at least City & Guilds II or equivalent level. The applicant will required to be physically fit as part of the normal 
duties may entail working in confined spaces, hot temperatures and at heights (e.g.100ft). 

Radiochemistry Assistant £21-28k 

Vacancy No: DA/4421/07 

Key duties include; providing specialist radiochemistry and analytical support, conducting routine radiochemical testing, 
identifying anomalies, identifying abnormal trends and performing radiological monitoring tasks. Applicants should have an 
understanding of chemical and radiochemical analytical and safe handling techniques, practical knowledge of legislative 
requirements and the dosimetry aspects of radiological protection, however training will be provided if necessary. 


Lead Work Control Co-ordinator £34-45k 

Vacancy No: DA/4436/07 

Supporting the Head of Works Control you will develop and coordinate the execution of Station plans, monitor compliance with 
Site Licence requirements. Statutory Regulations, procedures and Safety Rules. You will be computer literate with a detailed 
knowledge of Planning and Work Control principles with at least two years experience in a maintenance or operational role 
ideally with an ONC/BTEC or equivalent in engineering or demonstrable knowledge and experience. Knowledge of Microsoft 
Projects and P3E is desirable although training would be provided, if necessary. 

Assistant Engineer Defuelling 
£36-47k to £42-55k (upon completion of training & including shift pay) 

Vacancy No: DA/4426/07 

This combines two roles namely Central Control Room (CCR) Operations and Plant/Fuel Route Operations working in one of five 
shift teams that operate the sites plant and equipment, 24 hours a day. Applicants should be educated to HNC/HND level (or 
equivalent) in an engineering discipline with experience of the operation and maintenance of plant and a broad knowledge of 
mechanical, electrical, control and instrument engineering.The roles involve providing direct control and supervision and may 
involve a high degree of investigative and fault finding activities. This role will require the applicant to be part of the Site 
Emergency Response Team in addition to their normal duties and will require a high degree of physical fitness, working in 
confined spaces, hot temperatures and at heights (e.g. 100ft). 


Shift Defuelling Technician £27-36k (including shift pay) 

Vacancy No: DA/4443/07 

Working in one of five shift teams that operate the sites plant and equipment, 24 hours a day, the post holder will have the ability 
to solve operational problems and investigate plant faults. Experience of working in a heavy industrial or Process Manufacturing 
environment is essential. The successful candidate will be highly motivated and will utilise existing skills in the areas of 
Operations, Maintenance and Radiological Protection to work on the Fuel Route, reactor support systems and a wide range of 
auxiliary plant. This role will require the applicant to be part of the site Emergency Response Team in addition to their normal 
duties and will require a high degree of physical fitness, working in confined spaces, hot temperatures and at heights (e.g. 100ft). 

Benefits include competitive salary ,, generous holiday entitlement, employee bonus scheme, four day 37 hour working week 
(excluding Shift workers) and pension scheme. 


For an application pack please contact the Personnel Office quoting the relevant reference number on 01797 343599 or by email 
to claire.e.morris@magnoxsouthsites.com The final date for requesting application packs is 1pm, 11th October 2007 and the 
closing date for receipt of completed application forms is 5pm, 18th October 2007. CV's without a completed application form 
will not be accepted. 


Please note that all salaries quoted are dependent on qualifications and experience. 

In promoting equal opportunities we welcome applications from all the sections of the community. 
We select people according to their abilities and our needs. 



INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


Demelza Hospice Care for Children has further 
opportunities to join our dynamic and successful 
children’s charity providing high quality care to life 
limited children and support to their families. 

EVENTS MANAGER 

Based at Home or at Demelza Sittingbourne, with established annual events in place, this 
role will primarily manage a small, hardworking team including motivated volunteers, 
maximise the potential income and PR of existing events whilst developing and securing 
new opportunities and supporting external supporter events. Successful applicants will 
have: 

• Professional experience in events at corporate and community levels 

• Proven people management skills 

• Successful track record in researching, developing and implementing successful high 
profile events 

• Creative and innovative approach combined with an “eye for detail” 

• Excellent communication and IT skills 

AREA FUNDRAISING MANAGERS 

in South London, Central London and East Kent 

Based from home, working within one of the above areas, you will nurture the support of 
the local community, recruit and manage volunteers and help to implement initiatives to 
provide income and profile for our work across all sections of the population. 

You must demonstrate: 

• Previous professional fundraising experience or a sales or marketing background 

• Excellent verbal, written and IT communication/presentation skills to deliver a 
compelling case 

• Excellent time and project management skills 

• Knowledge of the local work area 

Salary: Competitive with car, phone and broadband access from home. You must be able 
to work to deadlines and challenging targets for all posts. 

All roles are 37 hours per week, with extensive travel across the region. Managing your 
own time to best effect and utilising volunteer input, with weekend and evening working, 
is essential. 

For an application pack call our recruitment line on 01795 845295 stating the post you 
are interested in and where you saw this opportunity. For an informal chat, please call 
Sue Piper, Head of Fundraising on 01795 845245. 

Closing Date: 16th October, 2007 

Interviews from: 18th October, 2007 

www.demelza.org.uk 



INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 

Registered Charity No. 1039651 

A disclosure check will be required for the successful applicant 
Demelza House is an equal opportunities employer and operates a no smoking policy. 



Demelza 




Sales Executive 


Passion is everything when it comes to FIAT and the new model line up 
is market beating. The recent launch of the all new Fiat Bravo combined with the 
impending re-birth of the FIAT 500 has meant FIAT now has a much broader 
appeal and consequently a much wider audience. 


The further growth of our sales team is an important milestone in the development 
of our FIAT brand. We need a bright, enthusiastic & experienced sales professional 
to join our team. 

We want you to have passion! We also need you to have a proven track record in 
sales with a heavy focus on the overall customer experience when visiting our 
showroom. You should be a sales professional with an eye for target achievement. 
Experience preferable, but for the right person full training will be provided. 



Forecourt Cleaner/Driver 

'We are currently looking for a forecourt cleaner/driver to be 
based at our Holborough Branch. This will be a full time position 8.30 to 5.30 
Monday to Friday. Enthusiasm, reliability and drive needed. Full UK clean driving 
licence needed. 


In all instances, please forward your C.V. to 
Maria Nottage at the address below or to 
marianottage@greensofrainham.com 
Greens Motor Group, 

London Road, 

Rainham, 

Kent ME8 8PT 


Greensmotor 

GROUP 

an 
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Schools being strangled 
by red tape, says head 

Private sector is embracing new ty p es of examinations 


ALL schools in every sector are 
bring tied down by ever increasing 
amounts of red tape from govern¬ 
ment, says one headteacher of a 
Kent independent school. 

And central government policy is also lead¬ 
ing to an education system that employers are 
“losing confidence” in. 

There are predictions that universities are 
also losing faith in the current system to pro- 


By CHRIS MURPHY 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


vide useful measures of students’ abilities as 
they battle for undergraduate places. 

The headteacher of Rochester Independent 
College, Alistair Brownlow said: “Schools, even 
independent ones, have never faced as much 
regulatory red tape as they do now. 

“The Government’s centralising instincts 
have led to a one-size-fits-all approach to 


school inspection and a prescriptive examina¬ 
tion system that many leading universities 
and employers are losing confidence in.” 

He went on to say: “Independent schools 
moving away from the conventional UK edu¬ 
cation system and embracing International 
General Certificates of Secondary 
Education, the International Baccalaureate 
and looking at the new Pre U exam as an 
alternative university entry qualification is 
evidence of the sector’s ability to respond to 
the demands of the universities for quality, 


genuinely well educated students.” 

And he added: “To retain true independence 
private schools should be brave and not com¬ 
promise their core values. 

“They should trust the choice and confidence 
of their fee-paying parents and maintain an 
emphasis on the success and happiness of each 
individual child rather than jumping through 
every new government hoop.” 


All the latest education headlines online 


www.kentnews.co.uk ^ 



PIP, PIP: Pupils at Wellesley House collect apples from the school’s orchard before being shown how to cook them into a crumble 

An apple a day keeps ignorance at bay 


FOLLOWING on from worrying claims in a 
survey that many children are completely 
ignorant about where their dinnertime food 
comes from, one independent school in Kent 
makes sure they are perfectly aware. 

The report said many young children are 
clueless about the origins of beef, and even 


that eggs are produced by chickens. 

But Simon O’Malley, headteacher of 
Wellesley House in Broadstairs, ensures his 
pupils are kept informed. 

He said: ‘We make sure our students do 
know where their food comes from. 

“They have been picking apples from 


Wellesley’s own orchard and turned them 
into delicious apple crumbles.” 

His wife Katy O’Malley said: “I teach the 
children cookery. I think it’s important chil¬ 
dren understand how the food arrives on their 
plate and gathering ingredients and cooking 
them is one way of making this happen.” 


Inspectors can 
offer unbiased 
information to 
help parents 

FOR parents wanting to know the history of 
how well an independent school is actually 
doing, there is help at hand. 

The Independent Schools Inspectorate is 
responsible for inspecting the 1,200 independ¬ 
ent schools in England in membership of the 
Independent Schools Council. 

Anyone can visit its website, search for the 
independent school they are interested in, and 
download recent comprehensive reports. 

The inspections are rigorous, careful, objec¬ 
tive, and without bias, said the organisation. 

Head of communications, Durrell Barnes, 
said: “We are the body approved by the 
Secretary of State for the inspection of inde¬ 
pendent schools. 

“Our inspection reports are there to give an 
unbiased assessment of schools that parents 
can then use to help them in their choice of 
schools. 

“If parents want accurate up-to-date infor¬ 
mation on independent schools, they can easi¬ 
ly find it all on our website.” 

For more information contact the 
Independent Schools Inspectorate, CAP 
House, 9-12 Long Lane, London EC 1A 9HA, 
telephone 020 7600 0100, email info@isin- 
spect.org.uk, or see www.isinspect.org.uk. 
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Good Schools Guide: Ashford is set to become 
a top-notch co-ed school catering for that 
neglected breed, ordinary children, as 
well as for the higher flier 



Adventurous Learning - The Best In Everyone 


There has never been a more exciting 
time to be part of Ashford School as we 
grow and delight in new facilities such 
as our new Prep School at Great Chart, 
our Learning Centre, Student 
Cafe/Atrium, new boarding houses, 
fitness suite and classrooms in Ashford. 

We have ambitious plans for the future 
that include further sports amenities 
and learning spaces. These 
developments coupled with our 
impressive academic record (nearly 75% 
of A Levels at A/B and 100% pass rate, 
10% of students going to Oxford or 
Cambridge, 50% to Russell Group 
Universities and 90% of students going 
to their first choice university) mean 
that we are rapidly advancing to our 
goal of being one of the leading schools 
in the UK. 


Ashford School is a diverse community 
where individuality is valued. We serve 
a variety of students from those who 
excel academically to those of more 
modest ability; there are over twenty 
nationalities represented. Vitally 
important to our students' development 
is the breadth of co-curricular 
opportunities available. All pupils have 
the opportunity to discover their 
creativity, abilities and strengths 
through a range of sporting, artistic, 
cultural and social activities which run in 
parallel to their academic development. 
Music and sport abound. 

Underpinning every facet of our life is a 
carefully designed approach to pastoral 
care. These complementary elements 
give Ashford its distinct character. 


As a result of your child attending 
Ashford School they will often do better 
in their GCSE's and A levels than 
elsewhere (our value added score has 
averaged +0.5 in recent years) and 
develop the skills and knowledge that 
universities and leading employers are 
seeking. 

Details of our Scholarships are available 
on our website 

www.ashfordschool.co.uk or by 

phoning the Registrar, Rachael Cox, on 
01233 739030 who will be pleased to 
send you further information. 

Find out more about Adventurous 
Learning at Ashford School; come along 
to our Open Day on Saturday 13 
October, from 10:00 to 13:00 or call us 
to arrange an individual visit. 


Ashford School 

East Hill, Ashford 
Kent TN24 8PB 


Ashford Friars Prep School 

Great Chart, Ashford 
Kent TN23 3DJ 


Enquiries: 01233 739030 

registrar@ashfordschool.co.uk 

www.ashfordschool.co.uk 


Ashford School is a member of the 
United Church Schools Trust 












